THE MOUNT OLIVET SERMON; Matthew 24 and 25
Part 1 Chapter 24
The destruction of the temple and the last days

Matt. 24:2 ...truly | say to you, not one stone here shall be left upon another, which will not be
torn down.

Our Lord delivered the Mount Olivet Sermon on the Mount of Olives just prior to His
passion, (His torture and death on a cross). The Mount of Olives, in the NT, is a high ridge lying
east of Jerusalem, parallel to the city and separated from it by the Valley of Kidron. It was
formerly planted with olive trees, of which few remain. This sermon is in regard to the near
future and the extended future events that will be a precursor to the end times. The Sermon is
prophetic, it points to the Tribulation Period and the Lord’s Second Coming. As in the whole of
Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus is primarily teaching Jews, but that is not to mean that Gentile
believers weren’t a part of His gatherings. Jesus is concerned with His church and He is not
partial to any sect or religion nor does He have any prejudices against others. He sees a
person’s heart and everyone as a sinner in need of a Savior regardless of how they identify
themselves or each other.

This passage, also known as the Olivet Discourse, begins in response to the disciple’s
guestions in verse three. Their first inquiry was an attempt to ascertain when the destruction of
the temple in Jerusalem, of which Christ spoke about, would take place. The second query
concerned Jesus Christ’s Second Coming and the end of the world. Some scholars feel that
Jesus only responded to this second question.

There are two different views on how this passage relates to end times events. Some
theologians suggest that this entire portion of Matthew relates exclusively to eschatological,
(doctrine that deal with death, resurrection, judgment and immortality), events. They propose
that chapter 24 should be divided into four parts: the first half of the Great Tribulation, the
second half of the Tribulation, the signs of Christ’s coming, and the illustrations of the sudden
end to the world. They also suggest that chapter 25 is an exhortation to God’s people to be
watchful for the coming of events previously mentioned in chapter 24.

On the other hand, there are those who believe that not all of the things Christ
mentioned in these two chapters necessarily refer to eschatological events. These people
suggest that chapter 24 opens with a general description of the events that will mark the end to
the world, revealing the deceit and rampant sin that will be evident on the earth. Then, they
propose that Christ sets forth the signs that will precede the end of the world. These “signs” are
divided into two categories: Jerusalem’s destruction and God’s restrained judgment on the
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earth during the Church Age. This chapter closes with the fulfillment of the events that take
place marking the end of the world, as well as Christ’s gathering of His people and the Battle of
Armageddon. The proponents of this view also hold that Matt. 24:45-25:46 gives the details
regarding the future judgment of the visible church and of mankind.

Matt. 24:1, 2; And Jesus came out from the temple and was going away when His
disciples came up to point out the temple buildings to Him. And He answered and said to
them, “Do you not see all of these things? Truly I say to you, not one stone here shall be left
upon another, which will not be torn down.” In these verses Jesus begins His prophetic
apocalyptic teaching, that is, the ultimate destruction of evil and the triumph of good. It is
interesting here that as the disciples point out to Jesus the beauty of the temple, in His
response He does not want them to get distracted away from what is really important by the
things of this world which at best only have temporary beauty and endurance, but to be
conscious and aware of the greatest events that are about to take place in the spiritual realm,
that is, His Second Coming that will empower Him to resurrect them and give them eternal life,
this subject has infinite beauty and endurance.

There is nothing of this world that is so beautiful and magnificent that it can compare
with the life He is about to give to them through His atoning death. So let’s take these two
verses apart and translate them from the original Greek: And as Jesus progressed out of the
buildings of the Temple grounds, He was departing from that location when His adherents, that
is those pupils who accepted His instructions and made them the rule of their conduct for life,
approached Him recalling and pointing out to Him the historical and worldly beauty of the
buildings and stone edifices of the Temple. And so He answered authoritatively corresponding
to what they had said, “Do you not discern or understand any of these things that | have just
taught? Pay attention! |, who am the Amen, (truth itself), tell you as a most certain and
infallible truth, the day is coming when there is not one building stone of size and beauty with
which this temple was built that will be left here in this place one upon another, which will not
be thrown down.” He could not be more direct in His response letting them know that there is
nothing of this world that is permanent. They, His disciples, seemed to be more awe struck by
the buildings than learning about and anticipating His Second Coming. They were preoccupied
with the transient instead of the eternal, concerned with shadows rather than substance. Jesus
warned that the building would be so completely destroyed that not one stone would be left on
top of another. Titus tried unsuccessfully to save the temple, but his soldiers put it to the torch,
thus fulfilling Christ’s prophecy. When the fire melted the gold trim, the molten gold ran down
between the stones. To get at it the soldiers had to remove the stones one by one, just as our
Lord predicted.
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But the most important fact that Jesus was teaching to them, | think, is sometimes
overlooked and that is that there is nothing of this present evil age that has or will have value in
His kingdom nor will anything of this world be able to survive His judgment upon His return as
the Father directs the institution of a new heaven and a new earth. The most colossal, in beauty
and magnificence, of objects made glorious in the grandeur of this present evil age, seemingly
indestructible, cannot compare with what Christ has waiting for us.

While the disciples were awe struck by the massive stones and their beautiful exterior,
they found it difficult to believe that not one of these stones would be left one on top of
another. These stones were immense, seemingly immovable, truly a sanctuary from all that
they feared. They had seen lesser stones of stature remain one on top of another in much of
the Roman and Greek architectures of the past that were seemingly immoveable and
indestructible. To the Jews this temple symbolized God’s presence among them; to have the
temple destroyed was to have their God desert them. This same thing applies to what Jesus
was trying to teach them; while Jesus walked and talked with them it was hard for them to
realize that the time was coming when their Rock, Jesus Christ, will soon be destroyed. In
addition some of those who worshipped at the temple were about to see God’s judgment in
action also.

The purpose for the words that Jesus spoke in verse 2 was both theological and
prophetic. The sovereign judgment of God was about to fall on this unbelieving people; and just
as Jesus as the Lord of the temple had proclaimed its purification, here He predicted its
destruction. The true God of Abraham, for which the temple was built to worship, had been
replaced by a god that Jesus Christ was not familiar with, it had become “a den of thieves,” a
place of worship for the god of money, the flesh, and pride, and so it must be destroyed. This
not only applies to the physical temple itself, but also to the temple of the Holy Spirit, that is,
our personal bodies. Luke 19:43, 44; For the days shall come upon you when your enemies will
throw up a siege bank before you, and surround you, and hem you in on every side, and will
level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone
upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation.

| am afraid that some of the churches that we visit on Sunday mornings have also
become a place to worship the god of money, having become a religious business, rather than a
place to worship the True God and these too must be destroyed, as, in my opinion, is predicted
in Revelation 18 and Isaiah 21; Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! And all of the images of her
gods are shattered on the ground. Some commentators make a very valid point connecting
the Catholic Church with “Babylon.” However, | personally think that this view is somewhat
narrow-minded. My past experiences with what are referred to as “Evangelical Churches” and
other protestant churches, have left me somewhat spiritually hungry, not being filled like |
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expected to be before | entered in. It seems as though some and probably the majority of
“churches” have become nothing more than religious corporations, and pastors nothing more
than CEQ’s of those corporations. The main concern of the church is to fill the pews, to look like
a thriving successful business, so that the church can meet the financial bottom line, being
more concerned with financial success than spiritual success and the two are not related.

Not all of the congregation in these businesses will be interested in the message given
for them, so for them they have hired a choir or a band to provide entertainment and give the
sanctuary a concert like atmosphere. Some people are willing to pay for this entertainment
which helps keep the Pastor paid, because if he doesn’t get paid he will leave, while a real
pastor would trust in God for his provision. As long as everything is in its place the congregation
is satisfied with their spiritual condition, they see no need to grow spiritually; the pastor senses
that growing spiritually might scare some of the congregation away, having to face the truth of
their depth of depravity in their sin. In the world a smaller congregation means a lesser
effectiveness of the pastor as a business owner and manager. This of course means less
prestige as a church which in turn means even a smaller congregation. Or could this whole
scenario mean that God has withdrawn His Holy Spirit from out of the church, thus, the church
is no more a viable business? There is no desire for intimacy or relationship with the Lord or
other members of the congregation in this type of church. It is nothing more than a social
gathering and the day will come, as prophesied in the book of Revelation and others, when
these “churches” will see the time when the Holy Spirit will withdraw Himself and the buildings
will be torn down in judgment.

Churches should be attracting people for the reason of excitement, but not to be
entertained. Paul taught against such churches, 2 Tim. 4:3, 4; for the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate
for themselves teachers in accordance with their own desires; and will turn away their ears
from truth, and will turn aside to myths. The time that Paul writes about that will come, |
believe, is here today. The attracting should be coming from the messages of repentance and
salvation and God’s gifts of love, mercy, and grace! Churches do not need to create ways to be
exciting unless they are afraid to preach the truth of the gospel. If the truth chases the
congregation away they have nothing to gain by being entertained by a Christian top 40 band
or a smooth talking pastor. If Christ alone is not the attraction, if the truth causes people to
leave, what they are seeking is to have their flesh satisfied, their ears tickled and not their
spirit. When money becomes the main focus the “church” and the pastors are more concerned
about the approval of men, then the gathering has become a “Babylon.” The movement to
“home churches” has become the alternative to wanting to get in depth teaching and a seeking
out of the truth of the Bible. | think this gathering more closely resembles the church that Christ
desired and established and the way He desires it to continue. A place where there can be not
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only intimacy with our Lord but also with each other. In this case, physically because of the size
of a house, the congregation stays small, stays intimate, and does not lose its focus.

Coming woes

Matt 24:7; Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places
there will be famines and earthquakes.

The way that Jesus responds to His disciple’s excitement and amazement concerning the
beauty and the massiveness of the temple and its adjoining buildings catches them a little bit
off guard. Rather than joining in with them in their excitement He uses this as an opportunity to
teach them about what the future holds for Him and His church, praying that they and we
might see this as a greater cause for joyous excitement. Matt, 24:3-14; And as He was sitting
on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “tell us, when will these
things be, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end, (or the consummation),
of the age?” And Jesus answered and said to them, “See to it that no one misleads you. For
many will come in My name, saying ‘I am the Christ,” and will mislead many. And you will be
hearing of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not frightened, for these things must
take place, but that is not yet the end. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom, and in various places there will famines and earthquakes. But all these
things are merely the beginning of birth pangs. Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and
will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations on account of My name. And at that time
many will fall away and will deliver up one another and hate one another. And many false
prophets will arise, and will mislead many. And because lawlessness is increased, most
people’s love will grow cold. But, the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved. And this
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole inhabited earth for a witness to all the
nations, and then the end shall come.”

As our Lord answers the questions posed to Him in verse 3, that is, when will all that we
as believers stand for be torn down and when will You come back for us,? He answers their
question in a way that is much like what we experience when we are going down a highway
headed for a certain destination. As we come nearer to our destination we begin to see signs
telling us how long it will be before we get there and advertisements telling us of what we can
expect as we arrive. The destination here is the Day of our Lord, or His second Coming. We
certainly don’t want to miss any of these signs, or get lost along the way, as the destination
draws nearer and nearer with each passing hour. By being complacent or falling asleep, just as
His disciples did as Jesus prayed, we risk missing some important details of our destination. So
let’s take these verses apart and examine the signs, not merely to satisfy our own curiosity, but
to make ourselves prepared and able to prepare others for His Coming: And as He was sitting
upon the Mount of Olives, His disciples came to Him discreetly, not wanting to bring attention to
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themselves for what they were doing, saying this, “Tell us, Teacher, at what time and manner
shall these things come into existence, and also, what shall be the sign, in addition to the
destruction of the temple, revealing the future events of the deeds that will reveal the coming
and presence of the Messiah and His kingdom, the kindness of His grace, and also the
completion of this age, that is, the consummation or accomplishment of its purposes?” And so
Jesus, using discretion, returned this answer saying this to them, “Direct your mind upon,
consider, take heed, be aware of, observe, and examine yourself, in order that no one causes
you to err. Because great multitudes will come forth before the public making the appearance
as of being Me and claiming to be the ultimate teacher and author of salvation but giving their
own opinions on teachings seemingly as though they are the one being in authority, saying, | am
the Messiah, and in so doing will cause great multitudes to err. And in addition, you will be
continually comprehending that there will continue to be wars and in addition reports of wars;
take heed, do not be disturbed about these things, because those things are unavoidable and
must come to pass, however, that is not even yet the end of this generation, or the end of all
things or the beginning of the Great Tribulation. Because one race will rise up as an adversary
against another race, and people in a territory under kingly rule against people in a territory
under kingly rule, and also in and throughout every place there will exist hunger, famine, and
scarcity of food, plagues and pestilence and also there shall exist ground shaking earthquakes.
However, every one of these signs are merely the commencement of sorrows that will follow
after wars, famines, and other catastrophic events that will gradually increase in intensity and
frequency. At that time the enemies of Christ will deliver you into the powers of tribulation and
affliction, and then they will put you to death, and while you are alive you will also continue to
be subjected to a persecuting spirit by every race of mankind because you are representing Me
on earth. And, in addition, when these things have come to be, multitudes will scandalize and
will deliver over one another with evil intent to the power, authority and pleasure of their
enemies and they will also possess an active ill will and conduct towards them, that is, they will
have a persecuting spirit. Additionally there will be a multitude of those who falsely assume the
work of a prophet when they pretend to foretell of things to come that will begin to exist, and
will cause multitudes to form a wrong judgment. And so, because sin, iniquity and
unrighteousness will continue to be on the increase in its magnitude and extent, the Christian
love of many, in a spiritual sense, will grow cold. However, until the last person, who perseveres,
endures, sustains, and bears up in doing well continually until the end of all these things is
reached or the time of the end of this generation arrives; he shall experience spiritual salvation.
Additionally, this gospel of Jesus Christ and the glad tidings of the kingdom of God shall
continue to proclaim its religious truth to the end, until the gospel of Christ with its attendant
privileges and obligations is preached to the whole of the inhabited earth as a declaration which
confirms or makes itself known to all of the races, at that time when the Christian favor has
become established, shall the end be and the consummation of all things.
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After Jesus had crossed over to the Mount of Olives the disciples came to Him privately
and asked Him three questions;

1. When would these things happen; that is, when would the temple be destroyed?
What would be the sign of His coming; that is, what supernatural event would
precede His return to the earth to set up His kingdom?

3. What would be the sign of the end of the age; that is, what would announce the end
of the age immediately prior to His glorious reign? (The second and third questions
are essentially the same).

We should remember that these Jewish disciples’ thinking revolved around the glorious
age of the Messiah on earth. They were not thinking about Christ’s coming for His church; they
knew little if anything about this phase of His Second Coming. Their expectation was His coming
in power and glory to destroy His enemies and have rule over this world or present evil age.

Also we should be clear that the Jews were not, in their talking, asking about the end of
the world, (as the KJV puts it), but the end of an age, that is, the end of the status quo on earth.

Their first question is not answered directly. Rather the Savior seems to merge the siege
of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 with a similar siege that will occur in the latter days, in the study of
prophecy, we often see the Lord moving almost obscurely from an early, partial fulfilment to a
later, final fulfillment. Like almost everything in the spiritual realm of growth it is a timely
process and not an immediate change.

The second and third questions are answered in verses 4-44 of chapter 24. These verses
describe the 7 year Tribulation Period which will precede Christ’s glorious Advent. The first
three and one half years are described in verses 4-14. The final three and one half years, known
as the Great Tribulation or as it is known by some as the Time of Jacob’s Trouble, will be a time
of unprecedented suffering of those on earth; Jer. 30:7; Alas! For that day is great, there is
none like it; and it is the time of Jacob’s distress , but he will be saved from it. After reading
this verse my natural curiosity and desire to learn Scripture came back to the words “but he will
be saved from it.” Who is the he? For the answer let’s tear into this verse and try to translate it

from the Hebrew: Alas! We can possess a hope-filled and joyous expectation, because in a
future period of time God’s presence and character in power, counsel, compassion, and mercy
will be significant, because there is nothing in time that compares to it; and also, it is the time
for the occurrence of God'’s destruction and distress in judgment on the earth; however God'’s
favored people will be brought to a place of safety.

Many of the conditions characterizing the first half of the Tribulation have existed to an
extent throughout human history, but will appear in a greatly intensified form during the period
of this discussion. It’s hard for us to imagine that the atrocities that have occurred in our history
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could be intensified or be in a worse condition, but Jesus tells us that we have not seen the
worst of character of mankind yet.

Those in the church, that is the “Lord’s favored,” have been promised tribulation, but
this is far different from the Tribulation which will be poured out on a world that has rejected
God’s Son, John 16:33; these things | have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In
the world you have tribulation, but take courage; “l have overcome the world.” In these times
where peace seems as elusive as chasing a wild rabbit let’s take the time to define these words
spoken by our Lord Jesus Christ: All of the promises that | have spoken to you about | speak this
to you in the same manner so that you may possess My state of peace. In the world that is filled
with a mass of people who are hostile or at least indifferent to the truth and also to the fewer
followers of Christ you will continue to have a condition of trouble, however, | say this to
encourage you; | am victorious over the world that is filled with a mass of people who are
hostile or at least indifferent to My truth and My followers. “These things” that Jesus speaks of
in verse 33, embraces all of the final teachings and admonitions that He has spoken to them.
The reference is general because Jesus is now at the end of His time to teach, He doesn’t have
anything left to teach them that they haven’t already heard and because His speaking of these
things has the purpose of bringing them peace with its manifestation of courage. In former
passages Jesus says that He leaves and gives His peace to the disciples. Peace is the objective
condition and situation when all is well between us and God. Now Jesus indicates that He gives
this gift of peace to the disciples. He is leaving it as His blessed legacy when departing from
them. And He does this by means of His Word, “these things | have spoken to you”. By saying all
of these things to the disciples He places them into a condition that is truly designated as
“peace.”

“My peace,” is something of which the world has no concept. Of course this involves
having faith in the Word. “In order that you may have peace,” pictures the disciples with peace
now and forever as a personal possession. In this safe condition they now are, and in it they
shall remain. They have the peace that is the same peace of the Lord Jesus Christ as a result of
having Christ in them. So, being in this condition He tells them that there is no situation in the
world that can cause you to be troubled and afraid. We are courageous, not troubled and
afraid. Jesus refers to this condition when He says “in the world you have anguish,” which is
due to the world’s hatred and persecution. At times this feeling will prevent the feeling of
peace though, but it should not permanently destroy their condition of peace. So, Jesus tells
them to fight against this feeling of depression, “be courageous;” untroubled and unafraid. No
matter what the world does to them, they have peace with God through Jesus Christ. They can
face the world’s hatred with a heart that is cheerful and strong, enjoying their peace in spite of
the opposition of the world. Jesus adds a great reason why the disciples should go on with
peace and courage filling their hearts: “l have conquered the world,” despite all of its rage the
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world cannot prevail against Me. Jesus’ victory is also the disciple’s victory for they are in Him
and He is in them. And so faith in Him is victory over the world. How foolish it now seems to be
afraid of a crushed and defeated foe! In trying to achieve this condition of peace in His disciples
Jesus is not looking for immediate results. He knows all things, which includes the limitations of
the present hour for the disciples; however, this shall soon pass. Then full peace and joy shall
fill their hearts when they realize, indeed, that Jesus has conquered the world. Sometimes
changing our fear to peace is just a matter of a change in perspective of how we look at things
of the world. This our Lord has the power to do and is included in His victory over the world.

The disciples of Jesus firmly believed that Jesus was the true Messiah and has come in
the flesh. He was with them and they expected that He would continue to be with them
because they had no notion of Him ever leaving them and coming again. Whenever He spoke
about His dying and rising from the dead they seemed to not understand what He was talking
about and probably assumed He was speaking metaphorically as He did so often in His
parables. Therefore they wanted to know what signs they should look for in regards to this
coming of His of which that He was now speaking. They did not understand that this Second
Coming of His was to judge the world on the last day, but they thought it was His kingdom and
glory coming to rule this present day world. Many of them thought that they would be present
and see this day when this day came and they would not be dead before it came. So they
wanted to be informed, they wanted to know what would be the sign to look for as to when
this temporal kingdom would be set up. Since this temple was to be destroyed they were
hoping that a new one would be built, even much more magnificent than this one, this was the
popular Jewish notion of the time. After the new temple was built it would be an indication that
a new state of things would commence; the present world or age would be at an end and they
would ring in a new age. So they also were very interested in knowing what the signs would be
that the present world has come to an end or at least the present order of things in the Jewish
economy. Jesus answers their questions in this chapter, although not in the way that they
expected, yet in the true sense of the Coming of the Son of Man and the end of this present evil
age. He does it in such a manner so as to be instructive to these disciples and to His current
disciples.

Jesus never gives the disciples an exact date and He had no exact date to give them as
to when all of these things would take place, Acts 1:7; He said to them, “It is not for you to
know the times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority.” Mark 13:32; but
of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father
alone.”

The word translated “coming,” in verse three, means basically “presence” or “arrival.” In
the Greek culture it was used to designate the visit of a ruler and this is how Jesus was using

9|Page



this word. The same Jesus who ascended to heaven will again visit the earth in His personal
presence at the end of this age in power and glory. 1 Thess. 2:19; For who is our hope or joy or
crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?” Acts
I: 11 and they also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus,
who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have
watched Him go into heaven.” He will come to destroy the antichrist and evil, to raise the
righteous dead, and to gather the redeemed, 2 Thess. 2:8; and then that lawless one will be
revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the
appearance of His coming. 1 Cor. 15:20-23; But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the
first fruits of those who are asleep. For since by a man came death, by a man also came the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive. But
each in his own order; Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming.
John 5:25-29; Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead shall
hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear shall live. For just as the Father has life
in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; and He gave Him authority
to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this; for an hour is
coming, in which all who are in tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; those who
did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a
resurrection of judgment.

The word “coming” as it is used in Matt. 24:3 is defined as an event that takes place
when the Lord, as a ruler, shall come out of heaven; 1 Thess. 1:9, 10; For they themselves
report about us what kind of reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from
idols to serve a living and true God and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from
the dead, that is Jesus, who delivers from the wrath to come. At that time the dead who are
believers will rise first, and then those who are believers and are alive will be changed and be
caught up in the air by Jesus Christ.

The “return” of Christ will also be what is translated from the Greek to mean “a
revelation of or the taking the cover off of something that is hidden.” It is an unveiling or
disclosure when the power and glory which are now His by virtue of His exaltation in heavenly
session will be disclosed to the world; Eph. 1:20-23; when He raised Him from the dead, and
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age, but also in the ones
to come. And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all
things to the church, which is the body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. Phil. 2:9;
Therefore God also highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every
name. Heb. 1:3; And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His
nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He made purification of sins,

10|Page



He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. Heb. 2:9; But we do see Him who has
been made for a little while lower than the angels, namely Jesus, because of the suffering of
death crowned with glory and honor, that by the grace of God He might taste death for
everyone. Christ is now resurrected and ascended reigning as Lord at God’s right hand and
sharing God’s throne; Rev. 3:21; He who overcomes, | will grant him to sit down with Me on
My throne, as | also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. His reign is now
invisible to the world. It will, however, be made visible by His revelation at the consummation
of this age.

There is yet a third word used in the Greek which is related to the Second Coming of the
Lord and that word means “a manifestation.” In the Greek it was used especially of the
appearing of the gods and also of the manifestation of divine power and providence in
extraordinary events. In the NT it is used of the appearing of the manifestation of Jesus Christ
on earth, 2 Thess. 2:8; and then the lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with
the breath of His mouth and bring an end by the appearance of His coming. 1 Tim. 6:13, 14; |
charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things and of Christ Jesus, who
testified the good confession before Pontius Pilate, that you keep the commandment without
stain or reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Tim. 4:1; But the Spirit
explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to
deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons. 1 Tim. 4:8; for bodily discipline is only of little profit,
but godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for
the life to come. Titus 2:11-13; For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all
men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously
and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of
our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. In 1Timothy 4:1, the term “fall away from the faith”
intrigued me since the “falling away from the faith” in modern terms would mean to quit
attending a certain denomination of religion and to revert back to a lesser disciplined spiritual
life, but | don’t believe that the word “faith” is used in that context in the NT, so let’s amplify
this verse to get the full meaning and context of what Paul is teaching us: But, on the other
hand the Holy Spirit, who is the author and authority of revelations to men, communicating
knowledge of future events, expressly says that in the latter or final times certain ones will stand
away from their convictions, belief in the truth, and the doctrines of faith, and embrace
seducing evil spirits and also the teachings of heathens. In this context to understand what
falling away from “the faith” is intended to mean we need to define faith: that which is
believed. In this case it is the “belief in Christ’s death as the grounds of justification before God”
or simply “saving faith.” Falling away from this faith then would mean that they no longer
believe that Christ’s death, alone, was sufficient to atone for their sins and would not, thus, be
declared righteous and justified before God. They will choose instead to follow deceitful
teachings of demons influences or imposters of Christ. First the imposters come, then, coupled
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to them, the doctrines that they teach, and these are what Paul calls “doctrines of demons.”
The great danger is that today false doctrines are not recognized as coming from demons
unless they deny the faith, as faith is spoken of in the preceding sentences; as if the devil is not
cunning enough to begin with little “white” lies, as if only big lies are what he is capable.

Some of these will be good church members, following the truth. Most of them are
those who attend churches that have turned faith into a religion and have come from the
world’s biggest religions. They think that they have their security in the numbers of members of
a church or religion while thinking that “all of these people couldn’t possibly be wrong!” From
my studies | am convinced that the symbolic “Babylon” mentioned in Revelation are all of the
churches that have turned faith into religion and the number of attendees alone make this a
devastating event when “Babylon” falls and heaven rejoices. Like an infection these churches
have found their way into every country of the world and so when the Holy Spirit withdraws
Himself and it falls in judgment and it is destroyed it has a profound effect on the entire world.

In the twentieth chapter of Revelation we read of two distinct resurrections from the
dead, Rev. 20:4-6; and | saw thrones, and they that sat upon them, and judgment was given
to them. And | saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of
Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshipped the beast or his
image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they
came to life and reigned with Christ for one thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come
to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy
is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power,
but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years. We
can miss a lot of the context of the verse if we don’t go back to get the Greek meaning and

context of these English words, as we will find out as we go along in this study, so let’s get the
Greek interpretation of these verses to help us understand the meaning of the verse: And so |,
John, perceived and understood what | saw to be a seat of judgment attributed to the Apostles
in the kingdom of God , and they sat on them as if it were on the judgment seat of Moses, and
they had the power of judgment given to them by Christ. In addition | saw the animating
element of men, or that aspect of a man that is his immaterial nature that makes him aware of
his body and his natural, physical environment, that is, the souls that had departed from the
body of them that were beheaded for their testimony of Jesus, that is, the announcement of the
gospel based on a personal knowledge of Him and the apostolic preaching of Christ, and | also
saw those who had not paid reverence and homage to false gods or idols, rendering divine
honors, worship, adoration to them and prostrating themselves before these idols and
specifically to the beast that rises up from the bottomless pit or the one from the sea that makes
war upon the two witnesses, the ones that opened their mouths to blaspheme God, which is a
part of the symbolism for hell, or give worship to its prototype, Satan, from which the beast is
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drawn, and additionally these persons had not taken the beasts mark either cut in or stamped
on as a sign upon their forehead or upon their hands; and then they were raised from the dead
and began to have physical life and existence and began to enjoy the honor and prosperity of
kings along with Christ for the duration of a symbolic thousand years. However the remaining
ones of these who are still dead to Christ and His gospel were not revived to life again and
remained physically dead until the symbolic thousand years of Christ’s reign on earth were
fulfilled. This is the first in the order of the two resurrections. Those who possess the favor of
God, that is, those being in the state of being marked by the fullness of God and additionally
considered by God to be morally clean, justified, are the ones who have a part in the first of two
resurrections; upon these persons the second death or the rejection from the kingdom of God
and damnation possess no power over them, no authority or rule, instead they shall continually
be figurative priests unto God and Christ offering Him spiritual sacrifices and additionally will
belong to Christ and will reign and have predominance with Him for a symbolic thousand years.
In this chapter 20 of Revelation we read that Jesus will come back to set up His symbolic 1,000
year reign on earth. On a note of caution, in my opinion the whole of the Book of Revelation
was not intended to be read or understood literally. There is a lot of symbolism used and | will
try to bring out the symbols as | can. | don’t want this to turn into a study of Revelation, but |
also think that it is important to understand the verses as they intended to be understood.

Such symbols that are used in these verses are:

Beheaded; those who have died for their faith in Christ

b. The beast; the anti-Christ and his kingdom and a false prophet; (the beast being
symbolic of someone that is cruel, sly, and cunning, therefore not suitable for a
sacrifice to God).

c. The mark on the forehead; identified by unpardonable sin of thoughts, mind,
intelligence, ruler-ship or lordship

d. The mark on the hand; identified by unpardonable sin in actions, and possessions

e. They came to life; received a perfect body to receive their soul and spirit

f. One thousand years; A large segment of time

The significance of the number 1000 in Rev. 20:2-7 is very much disputed. On the one
hand, there are those who take this to be formally literal and understand it to represent a
period of time lasting one-thousand years. Those who locate this period after the return of
Christ are called premillennialists. Those who locate this period of time before Christ’s return
are called postmillennialists. On the other hand, there are those who take this to be essentially
literal and understand the thousand-year reign to represent ideally the present spiritual victory
of Christ and His redeemed over this evil world system, which they refer to as Babylon; they are
called amillennialists or nuncmillennialists (now millennialists). The use of the expression
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“thousand years” itself does not require a formally literal translation or interpretation. The
Book of Revelation is apocalyptic and as such uses numbers, places, personages, and its other
elements primarily as symbols. How we interpret the word “millennium” or how we decipher
when it will occur does not deserve having time spent on it since it is not a salvational issue and
it can be reserved for another study at another time.

At the time spoken of in these verses as the second death, the unrighteous dead will be
judged. We can tell by the Scripture verses in the Book of the Revelation of Christ, that there
will be a symbolic thousand years between each resurrection in which the risen saints will reign
with Christ. By those who spiritualize most of the book of Revelation it is claimed that since
verse four speaks of the souls of the saints and not of their bodies that this must refer to the
spiritual resurrection when a believer is resurrected from his old life of sin to a new life of
regeneration. The verb used in relation to these souls is “beheaded” (as with an axe); the
reference is to the souls which have been beheaded and it cannot be spiritualized. This is a
literal resurrection of the body since the word “resurrection” is used in referring to the body,
for the most part, and only once figuratively in a verse in Luke.

The condition indicated in Rev. 20:4, however, is not that of a spiritual regeneration
from spiritual death, but of actual death of the body. The vision of Rev. Chapter 20 speaks
about disembodied spirits and souls. These are the souls of those who have died; death as
being interpreted as the separation of the spirit from the material body. There is only one way
that we can interpret the reviving of the souls and that is their reunion with their separated
bodies. Therefore, the resurrection actually is when the departed spirit is joined together with a
new body. In verse four, we read that these disembodied souls or spirits “lived” using a Greek
word that is never applied in any instance in the NT to the souls in their disembodied state.
However, it is constantly used to describe that reanimation by which the soul is united again to
its tabernacle of the flesh. The souls from their disembodied existence receive again an
identifiable existence but in a different form.

IH

When we speak of “the spirit or the soul” as it is used in the Greek we are talking about
the rational spirit, and/or mind; the element of life. Generally “spirit” is spoken of as distinct
from the body and soul. Soul and spirit are very closely related because they are both
immaterial and they both contrast with body and flesh. Scripture, however, introduces a
distinction between the two immaterial aspects of man’s soul and spirit. That they cannot
mean the same thing is evident from their being mention together as body, soul, and spirit in 1
Thess. 5:23; Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and
soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Just to make sure we understand this verse the way it was meant to be understood in the

context of which it was written | think that it is important to get the Greek root and
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interpretation of these words: And also may the True God and Author of blessedness Himself by
the sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit on the heart make you entirely spiritually clean and
render you pure; and also may your immaterial nature that allows you to communicate with
God who is also spirit and your manifestation of life and your flesh continue to be kept in safety,
preserved, and maintained to completion of your physical life, until the Coming of Christ. This
same distinction is brought out in Heb. 4:12; For the word of God is living and active and
sharper than any two edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of
both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. The spirit
is man’s immaterial nature which enables him to communicate with God, who is also spirit. The
soul is the aspect of his immaterial nature that makes him aware of his body and his natural,
physical environment. The difference between soul and spirit is not one of substance but of
operation. Man’s immaterial aspect is represented in Scripture by the single terms of soul or
spirit or both of them together.

Man'’s spirit is the vital spirit of life, the principle of life residing in man. The breath
breathed by God into man and again returning to God, that is, the spiritual entity in man. The
spirit is that part that can live independently of the body. When Christ died He gave up His
spirit, Matt. 27:50; and Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit.

All throughout 1 Cor. 15 the verb that is translated “to quicken,” (KJV vs. 22, 36, 45, etc.)
without any doubt whatsoever means the resurrection of the body from the dead; 1 Cor. 15:22;
for as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive. This word in these instances
means to make alive, to make a new living person which is achieved by raising the body to be
united with the separated soul-spirit. Thus we affirm that the verb “they lived” in the latter part
of Rev. 20:4, must refer to the resurrection of the body and the reunification of that
resurrected body with the spirit-soul of those who were dead. To affirm that this is so in verse 6
we have a definitive reference that this is the first resurrection, or as the Greek has it, “the
resurrection, the first one,” Rev. 20:6; blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first
resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of
Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.

Of the 42 times in the NT that the word “resurrection” occurs, with the exception of
Luke 2:34, in the Greek it always means the resurrection of the body. It is never used with the
meaning of spiritual regeneration. Furthermore, the two resurrections contrasted cannot be
one spiritual and the other physical for there is a chronological separation between the two.

The entire scene revealed here is that of judgment and it is of the dead, small and great,
standing before the Lord to be judged; Rev. 20:12; And | saw the dead, the great and the
small, standing before the throne, and books (or, scrolls) were opened; and another book was
opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were
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written in the books, according to their deeds. With these words translated from the Greek
with their definitions it could read like this: Additionally | perceived the dead, the great in
importance and the young in age, standing in their place before the judgment seat of God, and
books of judgment were opened; and also an additional book was opened, which is the book of
life that is the book that contains the names of the righteous who are to inherit eternal life
inscribed in it; and the dead were judged in a judicial sense of their secret things which were
written in the books, because the Lord Jesus does not leave us ignorant as to the tests that He is
going to apply as our judge and He urges us to judge ourselves ahead of time for the purpose of
self-correction according to our works in reference to them being morally right or wrong. This
verse is a contrast between the people who were not adequately and completely judged during
their lifetime on earth but are being judged in the afterlife in their reconstituted personalities.
Thus the meaning is clear that the souls spoken of in Rev. 20:4 are those whose bodies are
resurrected and joined with their souls as indicated in verse 12 of Revelation 20.

The point should be made here that in reference to the blotting out a name from the
book of life we have the assurance that the Lord will not blot out the name of the victor (or the
one who is saved), and with this assurance we are confident that once God writes in a
believer’s name there is no way that anyone else will be able to blot it out. This is proof that the
Lord cannot make a mistake. He is the only who could blot it out since He is the One who wrote
it in. If anyone else would have the power to blot it out, then that person would be more
powerful than the Lord Jesus. The only ones who, during the Tribulation period, will worship
the Antichrist will be those whose names were never written in the book of life, nor were they
written during the Tribulation period. The theory that God writes in His book of life the name of
everyone born into the world and then erases those who do not believe is unfounded and
refutes His omniscience.

We have the prediction of Christ’s return to raise His saints in 1 Thess. 4:16; For the Lord
Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the
trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Let’s interpret this verse from the Greek
meanings: Because the Lord Himself will come down from the residence of God and will make
contact by means of a shout to for His to meet Him in the air, by means of the voice of the God-
man, and also with the trumpet that sounds the command of God; and then the dead who are
in a relationship with Christ and who are a new creation, with their redemptive body, shall arise
from the dead and come to life first. There is also a similar expression of the angel descending
from heaven, even as the Lord will descend from heaven in Rev. 20:1, And | saw an angel
coming down from heaven, having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand, (or, by
his authority). It is apparent that, in 1 Thess. 4:16, the Lord is accompanied by an archangel
who sounds his trumpet and then the dead in Christ shall rise first. The two scenes must refer
to the same event, for although Rev. 20:1 refers only to an angel, 1 Thess. 4:16 refers to both
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the Lord and an angel. Since there is no doubt that this latter verse deals with the resurrection
of the bodies of the believers, Rev. 20:1 must also refer to the same.

The Apostle Paul speaks of the resurrection of Christ and then of those who are Christ’s
at His coming in 1 Cor. 15:20-25; But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits
of those who are asleep. For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection
of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive. But each in his
own order; Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming, then comes
the end, when He delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all
rule and all authority and power. For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His
feet. Let’s take a look at how these verses may translate from the Greek words: However, Christ
has been raised from the dead, and He is the first one to be raised from the dead of those who
have died physically. This is true because in as much as through the fault and agency of a man
destruction, perdition, and misery, both physical death and exclusion from the presence and
favor of God is the consequence of sin and disobedience came to be, by means of the agency
and power of a man, we will be made alive from out of the dead. Because as compared to and
just like Adam everyone must be dead to the Law, i.e., to have no more dependence upon mere
legal righteousness for justification and salvation no more than a dead man would have, we
must be self-crucified and dead together with Christ, so that we also shall be raised from the
dead and made alive by means of conforming to Christ. However, everyone in his own
resurrection arranged and in an orderly manner; it shall be Christ the first to be raised from the
dead and made alive, then next those who are determined By Christ to be persons who are
conformed to Christ at the time of His presence, after that, then comes the end of the work of
salvation, which is the entrance into heaven, the last or the remainder of the dead that are
conformed to Christ and He will deliver up His people over to the Father for His care, charge, or
kindness, at this time He will have put an end to all earthly ruler-ship and all powerful
adversaries against the gospel and persons in authority, the mighty, and powerful ones.
Because He must rule until which time He has put His foot on every one of His vanquished
adversaries. There is no doubt whatsoever that these are the same saints described as those
who constitute the first resurrection in Rev. 20:5.

The dead are spoken of in contrast to the blessed and the saints in Rev. 20:6; 12. The
dead are the unbelievers who appear before the Great White Throne to be judged. These are
“the rest of the dead” referred to in Rev. 20:5. These “rest of the dead” are those who are
being judged and are separated in their rising and destiny from the believers who live and reign
with Christ for 1000 years and sit with Christ on His throne and reign with Him. On the other
hand, the rest of the dead are those who are unbelievers and are the dead who stand before
the throne to be judged to eternal condemnation.
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The first group, that is the believers, will have incorruptible and immortal bodies
according to 1 Cor. 15:51-54; Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall
all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet
will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable (or, incorruptible), and we shall be
changed. For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on
immortality. But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and the mortal will
have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “Death is swallowed
up in victory”. Paul gives us some very interesting teachings here in these verses concerning
the dynamics of our resurrection so let’s take these verses apart and amplify what he is
teaching us: Let me draw your attention to what | am about to tell you that is naturally
unknown to human reason and is only known by the revelation of God and is that which we can
look forward to; indeed, we shall not all sleep the sleep of death, however we will all be
changed, transformed outwardly to match our inwardly change that has continually been
occurring for the better, glorified, freed from the last traces of flesh which has hitherto hindered
you, but when Christ returns to remove His disciples from their toils and struggles on earth and
to take them to a place He has prepared for them in His Father’s house to be with Him, at a
definite moment in time, instantly, at the blink of an eye, when the trumpet of the last day
sounds by command of God; because the trumpet sounds announcing the Coming of the Christ,
and then the resurrection from out of the dead will occur and we will be raised in a state that is
not corruptible, we shall be changed in our nature for the better, just as the transfiguration
upon the mount was a prophetic anticipation of that which we who are in Christ shall
experience at Christ’s return. Because this body is mortal it is subject to the laws of corruptibility
and must inevitably take on the quality of the incapacitation of corruption, and this body that is
subject to death must be furnished with the power and quality of a body that is not subject to
fatal activities, but take on a quality of life such as the quality of life of God. However, at the
time when this body that is subject to the laws of corruptibility will have been furnished with the
body that has the quality of being incapable of corruption, and this body that is subject to death
will have been furnished with the quality of life that God has, then the words of this saying
comes to pass, “physical death and eternal separation from God is swallowed up triumphantly.
In these verses in Corinthians reference is made to the body being mortal. This is not the body
of the unbelievers that is referred to, but that of believers. It indicates that, at the time of
salvation, God does not change everyone’s body to exempt them from the degeneration of age
and sickness and finally death but only the believer’s body. The body of the believer is
constituted exactly the same as the body of the unbeliever and is subject to the same laws of
corruptibility while on earth, but is changed upon our resurrection. These verses provide a clear
indication that this characteristic of corruptibility will be changed to one of incorruptibility, a
mark of the believer’s resurrection body, which is glorious even as is Christ’s resurrected body.
Rom. 8:23; And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even
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we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the
redemption of our body. Phil 3:20, 21; For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we
eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble
state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has
even to subject all things to Himself.

“Corruption” is used of the physical means which cannot bring spiritual salvation; 1 Pet.
1:17- 19, 23; and if you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each
man’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay upon earth; knowing that
you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life
inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a Lamb unblemished and
spotless, the blood of Christ. For you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but
imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God. Silver and the seed of the
body are called corruptible, which applies to something material. The incorruptible does not
refer only to the soul, but also to the body of man.

Spiritual death and hell are the effect of sin. Man is under the power of hell because he
is under the power of sin. Satan is the father of sin and the lord of hell. Those whom he holds
under sin, he holds under death. The redeeming work of Christ overcame the power of sin and
hence the power of Satan and hell. The true Church is the company of the redeemed and as
such cannot be overcome by all the powers of hell. Col. 2:15; when He had disarmed the rulers
and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through
them. Heb. 2:14, 15; since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also
partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power
of death, that is, the devil; and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to
slavery all their lives. 1 John 3:7,8; little children, let no one deceive you; the one who
practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; the one who practices sin is of the
devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose,
that He might destroy the works of the devil. Rev. 1:17,18; “Do not be afraid; | am the first
and the last, and the living One; and | was dead, and behold, | am alive forevermore, and |
have the keys of death and of Hades.”

|II

In the NT the word “immortal” expresses the nature not of life itself, but strictly
speaking, only a quality of life such as the quality of life of God and the resurrection body of the
believer. Our bodies are subject to death, that is, mortal, not simply because it is liable to death
but because it is the organ in and through which death carries on its fatal activities. It is true
that Jesus Christ suffered death, His physical body and His spirit separated one from the other,
but they did not remain separated. He brought them together once again with an incorruptible

body that had all the characteristics that our resurrection body will have. The Lord Jesus Christ
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Himself, however, has inherent immortality, in that no one could permanently separate His
body from His spirit. He raised His body and joined it together with His spirit which temporarily
had been committed to the Father. Thus He is the only One who inherently has always had
immortality. He never gave it up and He still has it. Therefore “immortality” always refers to the
non-separation of the spirit. This is the quality of having the spirit attached to the resurrection
body, while “incorruptibility” refers to the incapacity of the new resurrection body to
deteriorate. This is a quality, however, that our present bodies do not have but will have in the
resurrection.

In Rev. chapters 2-3 we see Christ working on earth in His church. In the fourth chapter,
however, we are transferred to the heavenly or spiritual realm. Rev. 4:4; And around the
throne were twenty-four thrones; and upon the thrones | saw twenty-four elders sitting
clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on their head. Rev. 4:10; the twenty-four
elders will fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives
forever and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne. The word for elders in this verse
is derived from a Greek word which means an assembly of aged men which act as a governing
body of the church. But how is it that the church is now found in heaven? Something must have
intervened, thus bringing about this transfer of the earthly residence of the Church to the
heavenly one. This transfer is not mentioned in the Book of Revelation, but it is mentioned
elsewhere. And here it is important to mention that the Bible should not be viewed as being
made up of many smaller parts but as a whole. One prophecy complements another. The
event that describes this transfer is called the “rapture of the Church.” The Greek word for
“rapture,” as a noun is only used once where it is interpreted as “robbery, catching up, to catch
up or away;” Matt23:25; Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the
outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence. Luke
11:39; But the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and of the
platter; but inside of you, you are full of robbery and wickedness. And the same word is used
to mean “seizure” in Heb. 10:34 For you showed sympathy to the prisoners, and accepted
joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better
possession and an abiding one. In these three instances it has nothing to do with the event of
the transfer of the earthly Church to its heavenly abode but when it is used as a verb it is used
for this purpose and in the context of the “Coming of the Lord,” which undoubtedly means the
Second Coming and not the first coming of Jesus, 1 Thess. 4:15-17; for this we say to you by the
word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not
precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ
shall rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord. The first
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thing to take place at that time is the raising of the dead who are in Christ and the transforming
of the bodies of the believers who are still alive.

Matt. 8:16, 17; And when evening had come, they brought to Him many who were
demon possessed; and He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were ill in order
that what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, “He Himself took
our infirmities, and carried away (or, removed), our diseases. |Isa. 53, from which this
guotation is taken, deals with these three truths:

(1) Jesus Christ is prophetically presented as dying for us which involved His
becoming flesh for us, John 1:1; In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. John 1:14; And the Word became flesh,
and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory of the only begotten from
the Father, full of grace and truth.

(2) In order to die, He had to take upon Himself the infirmities of mankind, and in so
doing, He experienced suffering and sickness and death. In His body on the cross
He took our transgressions upon Himself, dying on our behalf. Isa. 53:5; He was
crushed for our iniquities. Phil 2:6-8; although He existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself,
taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. And
being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

(3) His death on the cross was also the payment of our ultimate and complete
liberation from the weakness and mortality of our present body. His death was
necessary for His resurrection. As such, His death, along with His resurrection,
became the first-fruits (or, the model), of our own resurrection. This however,
will not be realized until this mortal body shall be clothed in immortality, 2 Cor.
5:4; For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because
we do not want to be unclothed, but to be clothed, in order that what is mortal
may be swallowed up by life. God has His own timetable for the complete
fulfillment of all that He accomplished on the cross: present spiritual salvation
that is progressive in its realization; the indwelling of the Spirit of God in our
present mortal body; and ultimately the exchange of our present mortal and
corruptible body for the resurrection body which will be immortal and
incorruptible.

Over
the believers the second death will have no power. As believers, they will never be separated
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from God and their resurrection body will never be separated from their spirits as occurred in
their first death.

The other dead unbelievers, whose names are not in the Book of Life, acquire
corruptible bodies as their resurrection bodies. These are not subject to change since they are
cast in the Lake of Fire. Clearly there are 1,000 years existing between these two resurrections.
The chronological order of the resurrection is also detailed in 1 Cor. 15:21-25. Verse 22 says “as
in Adam all die,” (in the Greek it indicates that all are in the process of dying), even so in Christ
all shall be made alive, (referring to a future event of the resurrection of all of the bodies,
believers as well as non believers). This is a statement of universality of the resurrection
although it does not mean that this is simultaneous, that is, that the unbelievers will be
resurrected at the same time that the believers will. Immediately Paul goes on, however, to
designate the order of the universal resurrection by saying, “But every man in his own order”.
This intimates that there is more than one band or group of those who are being resurrected.
The first one, the first fruits of the resurrection is Jesus Christ. What is translated “first fruits” in
the phrase, “Christ the first fruits” is the word which means “the One who starts it off,” the One
making a beginning. Paul calls Him the “first born from the dead” or the first One given up by
the world of the dead. The Lord Jesus leads this group who are His: “After they that are Christ’s
at His coming.” “Afterward” here, indicates chronological time. These are believers referred to
as “the dead in Christ” who shall rise first. They are the same blessed and holy ones who shall
be raised first to reign with Christ for 1,000 years.

Between the resurrection of Jesus Christ and those that are Christ’s, the believers, there
has been a long time, (at least 2000 yrs. at this time). 1 Cor. 15:24 begins with a word that is
mutually used, that means “afterward, after, or after that.” Going back and looking at the
history of these events, in our historical perspective we see that about 2000 years have elapsed
since the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the present time, is it not within the realm of
possibilities that there can be 1000 years between the resurrection of the believers and the
resurrection of the unbelievers?

What then, according to Paul, is the next chronological event after the resurrection of
believers? This is stated in 1 Cor. 15:24; which begins with the word or words “afterward,” in
the phrase, “afterward the end.” The “end” does not indicate an end or the termination of the
world, but the goal, the expected purpose, the fulfillment, the event which will spell the
conclusion of Jesus Christ’s work as a Mediator. “When He shall have delivered up the kingdom
to God, even the Father, when He shall have put down all rule, and all authority and power.”
This is the conclusion Christ’s purpose in becoming man, which is called the “consummation of
the age,” Matt. 13:39, 40; and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the
end of the age; and the reapers are angels. Therefore just as the tares are gathered up and

22|Page



burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age. Matt. 13:49; So it will be at the end of the
age; angels shall come forth, and take out the wicked from among the righteous. Matt. 28:20,
teaching them to observe all that | commanded you; lo, | am with you always, even to the end
of the age. Heb.9:26; Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation
of the world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. It is evident that this consummation completes the work
which the Lord Jesus came to do for those who would believe on Him that He would raise them
from the dead, give them an incorruptible body, and cause them to reign with Him forever. He
also puts an end to death. These believers will never die again as they did when they were in
their Adamic body.

Consequent to Christ’s completion of His work for the believers, He subjugates
(enforces His authority) the unbelievers as expressed in 1 Cor. 15:27; For he has put all things
in subjection under His feet, but when He says, “All things are put in subjection,” it is evident
that He is excepted who put all things in subjection to Him. The rest of the dead, as we read in
Rev. 5:20, do not live (or in other words, are not resurrected) until the 1000 years of Christ’s
reign on earth with the believers is finished. It is at that time that death and Hades give up their
dead that are in them and every man is judged according to his works. We see that there is
absolute harmony between the teaching of Rev. Chapter 20 and 1 Cor. Chapter 15, one explains
the other. The Scriptures teach that God’s actions are not an eclectic picking and choosing, but
according to His foreknowledge, Rom. 8:29; For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to
become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first born among many
brethren. Jesus Christ came to save all and His salvation is offered to all, but the only ones that
are saved are those who believe on Him, 1 Tim. 4:10; for it is for this we labor and strive,
because we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of
believers. They are a separate group of people within the world who are going to be treated in
a distinct manner, different from those who do not believe, 1 Thess. 5:9; for God has not
destined us for wrath, but obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. The believers,
therefore, are from within the world and are called out of the world. However, they still live in
the world and the day will come when they shall be, if dead, resurrected first. Then those who
are Christ’s and are still alive at the coming of the Lord will be changed so that their bodies will
become appropriate to the new environment that will be created by God for them to live in,
Rom. 8:19-23; for the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the
sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him
who subjected it, in hope, that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to
corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole
creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. And not only this, but
also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within
ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body; 1 Thess.4:14-
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16; For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those
who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are
alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen
asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Rev. 21:1; And |
saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and
there is no longer any sea.

In the same manner, the Lord is going to call the believers from among the dead, Luke
20:35; but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and the resurrection from
the dead; neither marry, nor are given in marriage. The expression “the resurrection from the
dead” in the Greek means “the resurrection, the one from among the dead.” This indicates that
there are some who will be raised and others who will not be. Here we have once again God’s
discernment, the Scriptural teaching of election that as some are chosen in the world to be
saved from the world spiritually because they believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, so those who
believed are going to be chosen out from among the dead.

Since the redemption provided by Christ, there has always been a believing and an
unbelieving group dealt with by God separately; not in a fickle, changeable way, but according
to their own choice of believing what God’s sacrifice in and through Christ has accomplished.
This is very clearly demonstrated by Paul in Phil. 3:8- 11; More than that | count all things to be
a loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have
suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that | may gain Christ, and
may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that
which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,
that | may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings,
being conformed to His death, in order that | may attain to the resurrection of the dead. This
expresses the same thought and teaching of Luke 20:35. Paul intimates that this was an intense
desire on his part to strive to attain this resurrection, to belong to this first group of those who
are going to be resurrected. If the resurrection is one, in general, inevitable resurrection, there
is absolutely no reason why Paul should strive for it since it is going to come anyway. And why
should our Lord speak of those who shall be accounted worthy to obtain that age and the
resurrection out from among the dead, if there were not those who are counted unworthy and
are not going to attain to this resurrection? This choosing for resurrection is referred to in OT
passages also, for example Dan.12:2; And many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground
will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.
Let’s look up the Hebrew words of this verse to amplify what Daniel is telling us: Also numerous
numbers out of them that are dead and in the ground, in the dry loose dirt that covers the earth,
will be resurrected, these to a time beyond this temporal sphere of living, however others
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resurrected to reproach, scorn, and taunt and the objects of repulsion. It is evident that some
awake at one time and others at another, which agrees with the NT declarations, especially
that of Rev. Chapter 20.

Are there any verses that support a simultaneous resurrection of the just and the
unjust? Some quote John 5:25; Verily, verily | say unto you, the hour is coming and now is,
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and they that hear shall live. Like-wise
we read in John 5:28; Marvel not at this; for the hour is coming, in which all that are in graves
shall hear His voice. The dead here may refer to only those who belong to Christ because it is
only they that recognize His voice; John 10:27; My sheep hear my voice, which indicates that
those who are not His sheep do not hear His voice. All of these verses are in context with the
resurrection. In it all made clear that it is the Holy Spirit within us that causes us to recognize
Christ’s voice when He shall speak to us and our bodies shall be raised; Rom. 8:11; But if the
Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Jesus Christ from
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you. That
Spirit is the bond of life between Christ and all that sleep in Him and the pledge of their
redemption from the grave. The unbelievers will not hear His voice and will not be raised at the
same time as the believers. Therefore the passage in John 5:25, 28, refers to only the
resurrection of believers. This is given to them as a distinct inheritance.

2Tim 4:1, 2; | solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to
judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom; preach the word; be
ready in season and out of season; reprove and rebuke, exhort, with great patience and
instruction. These here are other Scripture verses of significance. We see that Timothy was
charged with preaching the word of God. Reference here is to the judgment by Christ of the
living ones at the time when He shall come for that purpose and the dead ones who will be
raised who are among the rest of the dead of Rev. 20:5 and 12. Here the word “living” does not
refer to believers and “the dead” to unbelievers, but rather to both unbelieving groups, i.e.,
those who would be alive at that time and those who would be dead.

In John 5:28, 29 Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in
the tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds to a
resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment; and
Luke 20:36; for neither can they die anymore, for they are like angels, and are sons of God,
being sons of the resurrection; there is no doubt that these verses refer to a literal rising of the
body from the grave. If we apply these verses to those in Rev. 20:1-6; And | saw an angel
coming down from heaven, having the key to the abyss and a great chain in his hand. And he
laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a
thousand years, and threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he
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should not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after
these things he must be released for a short time. And | saw thrones, and they sat upon them,
and judgment was given to them. And | saw the souls of those who had been beheaded
because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not
worshipped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and
upon their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest
of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the first
resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these
the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign
with Him for a thousand years; in these verses we see them, the saved and the unsaved,
perfectly fitting the words of our Lord.

The object of the Lord Jesus coming again is expressed as the final judgment. It is a
judgment of individuals, a judgment of universal scope, and a judgment in which Christ, the Son
of Man, is Himself to be the Judge. Matt13:47-50; Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering fish of every kind; and when it was filled, they drew
it up on the beach; and they sat down, and gathered the good fish into containers, but the
bad they threw away. So it will be at the end of the age; the angels shall come forth, and take
out the wicked from among the righteous, and will cast them into the furnace of fire; there
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Because the resurrection will be universal, the judgment will be also, Mark 13:27; And
then He will send forth the angels, and will gather together His elect from the four winds,
from the farthest end of the earth, to the farthest end of heaven. The judgment will be a
transformation of all that exists in accordance with the advent of a new heaven and a new
earth, Rev. 21:1; And | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. On the Day of Judgment the people of
Christ will be called to an everlasting participation in the glories of His heavenly kingdom, and
His enemies will be sentenced to eternal condemnation.

In the last judgment Christ will be the judge as before, i.e., here and now, Acts 10:42;
And He ordered us to preach to the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who
has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead. Acts 17:30, 31; therefore
having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all everywhere
should repent, because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness
through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him
from the dead. 2 Cor. 5:10; For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that
each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done,
whether good or bad. 2 Tim. 4:1; | solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ
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Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead and by His appearing and His kingdom. All of
mankind will appear before His judgment seat. The righteous will thus have in His presence a
perfect vision and possession of the goodness that they have, having been chosen in Him, 2
Tim. 4:8; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have
loved His appearing. 1 John 3:2; Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not
appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him,
because we shall see Him just as He is. The wicked will see with regret what an abyss of sin and
suffering they have fallen into, Rev. 1:7; Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye
will see Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. Even so. Amen. In such an
aspect, it may be said men will hereafter judge themselves. Those who are unlike Christ will
find themselves as such to be separate from Him. The two classes of people are parted because
they have acquired distinct natures like the sheep and the goats, Matt. 25:31-34; But when the
Son of Man comes in His glory, and all of the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious
throne. And all the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one
another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on
His right, and the goats on His left. Then the King will say to those on His right, Come, you
who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world.

The future judgment will thus be determined only by how much or how little people
have let the Holy Spirit convict them of their sin and allowed Him to reform their heart while
they were in their body, John 16:8-11; And He, when He comes, will convict the world
concerning sin, and righteousness, and judgment; concerning sin, because they do not believe
in Me; and concerning righteousness because | go to the Father, and you no longer behold
Me; and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged. 2 Cor. 5:10;
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be
recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what He has done, whether good or bad.
At the judgment, the books will be opened and every man will be judged according to his
works, Rev. 20:12; And | saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne,
and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the
dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.
Each man’s character will be manifested as the light of Christ falls upon it. The people of Christ
will receive their reward at the last according to what their life has been. They have acquired a
close likeness to Christ by their lives of true holiness and love.

Judging on the part of God is an absolute necessity because He is a just God, rewarding
those who obey Him and His laws and punishing those who choose to live in the slavery of their
sin rather than trusting in, relying on, and having faith in Jesus Christ that He has forgiven our
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sin, provided a cloak of righteousness that justified us as our right to be heirs to share eternity
with Him.

The Day of our Lord, or the final judgment, is always connected with the promise of the
return of Christ to this earth. Christ connects the completion of the kingdom with a decisive
occurrence, the great event of His own coming and presence. The exact time of this occurrence
is unknown, but Jesus has given us hints of signs to look for as the time draws near, which we
will examine in this study.

From the ethical point of view, we are told in Scripture that we should not judge others
according to appearance or according to the flesh, John 7:24; Do not judge according to
appearance, but judge with righteous judgment. John 8:15, 16; You people judge according to
the flesh; | am not judging anyone. But even if | do judge, My judgment is true; for | am not
alone in it, but | and He who sent Me. The reason why we should not judge others unto
condemnation is because our judgment, at best, can only be based on partial knowledge. We
are not entirely aware of the inner lives, motives, and principles of other people. We are not
acquainted either with the antecedent conditions of their actions, or the possibilities of
justification, progress, or amendment that their future may contain. Both Christ and Paul
clearly expressed caution in one man judging another even if the outward evidence seems
convincing, John 8:10, 11; And straitening up, Jesus said to her, “Woman, where are they? Did
no one condemn you?” And she said, “No one Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do | condemn
you; go your way. From now on sin no more.” 1 Cor. 4:5; Therefore do not go on passing
judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the
things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s
praise will come to him from God. As we read these verses we see why we are encouraged to
practice patience and forbearance in the interest of an individual and also of the church. It does
not, however, mean that we should not properly exercise the grace of discernment and proper
evaluation of people. How would we know not to “give that which is holy to those who are like
dogs” if we do not evaluate them properly? Or how would we guard ourselves against false
prophets or false disciples? Our judgment of others must never be for the purpose of self-
elevation, condemnation, or for entertainment of a Pharisaic attitude of self praise.

Who are those who will be judged before the judgment seat of Christ? It is evident from
the context of these verses that this is the judgment of believers that is connected with Christ’s
Second Coming, Rom. 14:1-13; Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the
purpose of passing judgment on his opinions. One man has faith that he may eat all things,
but he who is weak eats vegetables only. Let not him who eats regard with contempt him
who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats, for God has
accepted him. Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or

28| Page



falls; and stand he will, for the Lord is able to make him stand. One man regards one day
above another, another regards everyday alike. Let each man be fully convinced in his own
mind. He who observes the day, observes it for the Lord, and he who eats, does so for the
Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who eats not, for the Lord he does not eat, and gives
thanks to God. For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself, for if we live,
we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are
the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that He might be Lord both of the dead
and of the living. But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard
your brother with contempt? For we all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is
written; as | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall give
praise to God. So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God. Therefore let us not
judge one another anymore, but rather determine this—not to put an obstacle or a stumbling
block in a brother’s way. 2 Cor. 5:1-11; For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house
is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens. For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from
heaven; inasmuch as we, having put it on, shall not be found naked. For indeed while we are
in this tent, we groan being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed, but to be
clothed in order that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now He who prepared us
for this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge. Therefore, being always of
good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the
Lord—for we walk by faith, and not by sight—we are of good courage, | say, and prefer rather
to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord. Therefore also we have as our
ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. For we must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body,
according to what he has done, whether good or bad. Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord,
we persuade men, but we are made manifest to God and | hope that we are made also in
your consciences. This passage is concerned with the evaluation of our life on earth and its
character and works. This does not imply that when the believer dies and is with Christ he loses
his identity and his past life is forgotten. When we leave this tabernacle of our present body,
our spirit goes to be with Christ which constitutes the greatest reward and gain for the believer
as we stand in His glory. The believer does not become an unidentifiable spirit in heaven where
Christ is, but puts on a new garment. Acts 1:11; and they also said, Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will
come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven. We are not told what
this garment will be, but it must be a garment of identity of the bodiless spirit immediately
after death. This “garment” is translated as “house” in Corinthians and as a “habitation” in
Jude. All we can say is this, when we trace the word back to its original roots, concerning the
word “garment,” is that it is a dwelling place and pertains to a house where one actually lives.
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However, its contextual meaning is that it refers to the clothing that we as spirits shall put on
after death. In Jude it refers to the habitation or dwelling place which the fallen angels left. This
would seem to indicate it is a dwelling place of angelic beings who are spirits, Jude 6; And the
angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in
eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day.

This “house” or “habitation” has a parallel word that when translated from the Greek
means “dwelling place,” as it is used in Eph. 2:19-22; so then you are no longer strangers and
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household, having been
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the
cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy temple
in the Lord; in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.
Here “dwelling place” is presented as a habitation of God through the Spirit or in the Spirit.
Here it is presented as a dwelling place of God who is spirit. But this word is not confined to
defining a dwelling place for holy spirits; this same word is used to describe the habitation of
devils who are also spirits. We conclude therefore that both of these words, in the Greek,
“habitation” and “dwelling place” is a place of spirits or spirit beings. There is going to be a
distinct garment or housing for each believer which he or she receives immediately after death.
But the implication is that it is not going to be the same for all persons is found in this next
verse. 2 Cor. 5:1, 2; for we know that if the earthly tent, which is our house, is torn down, we
have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For indeed in
this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven. The word for
“house” means a building in the process of being constructed. What is stated here by Paul is
that while we are here on earth there is a house being built for us into which we shall move,
and this is presented also as clothing which we are eager to put on. The building and the
clothing are in accordance with our works of faith here on earth, whether good or bad. Our skin
of our body is referred to as a tabernacle or tent, indicating that it is not a permanent structure
for us as contrasted with the eternal dwelling place which is intended to be permanent. 2nd
Cor. 5:10; for we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be
recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
This is in full accord with the teaching of Paul in the Book of Romans in regard to the righteous
judgment of God for all people, believers and unbelievers.

The complete and final evaluation of the believer’s life, however, is going to be
connected with the Second Coming of the Lord as it is going to be explained in this study. The
dead in Christ will be resurrected first and the believers who are still alive will be changed to
receive a body conformable to that of those who have already risen. 1 Thess.4:13-18; But we
do not want you to be misinformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not
grieve, as do the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
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even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say to you
by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall
not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ
shall rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore
comfort one another with these words. The Lord makes it very clear that our reward shall be
distributed to each believer in the resurrection of the just which must precede the resurrection
of the unjust, Luke 14:13 14; But when you give a reception, invite the poor, the crippled, the
lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, since they did not have the means to repay you; for
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous. Rev. 20:4, 5; And | saw thrones, and
they that sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And | saw the souls of those who
had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and
those who had not worshipped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon
their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a
thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were
completed. This is the first resurrection.

The unbelievers will be judged consequent to their resurrection and this judgment is
identified as the Great White Throne Judgment, Rev. 20:11; And | saw a great white throne
and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place
was found for them. |t can be taken as a term parallel to the Judgment Seat of God or of Christ.
Up until now the judgments of God and Christ were temporary, intermediary, but the throne
indicates a final judgment which will also include the believers of the Tribulation Period. It is
designated to be a white throne because white is the color of light, the symbol of purity,
innocence, holiness and, therefore, absolute justice. A hypocrite has no white robe. He is only
like a whitewashed wall. Acts 23:3; Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you
whitewashed wall! And do you sit to try me according to the Law, and in violation to the Law
order me to be struck?” Matt. 23:27; “Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of
dead man’s bones and all un-cleanliness.” However, the elders, the martyrs, and the great
multitude that came out of the Tribulation are all clothed in white raiment, Rev. 4:4; And
around the throne there were twenty-four thrones; and upon the thrones | saw twenty-four
elders sitting, clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on their heads. Rev. 6:11; And
there were given to each of them a white robe; and they were told that they should rest for a
little while longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brethren who were to
be killed even as they had been, should be completed also. Rev. 7:9; After these things |
looked, and behold, a great multitude, which no one could count, from every nation and all
tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the lamb, clothed in
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white robes, and palm branches were in their hands. Their robes were not always white, but
they washed them and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Rev. 7:14; And I said to
him, “My Lord, you know, and he said to me, “these are the ones who come out of the great
tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.”

This judgment of the great white throne is the absolute revelation of all that both
believers and unbelievers of all times ever did in their lives, thus conveying who they really
were and are, and they are given a just apportionment of either punishment or reward. We
believe that the great white throne does not only involve unbelievers, but also believers, both
of the period of time prior to the Great Tribulation that is described in Rev. 6-19 and the saints
that were saved during the time of the tribulation.

Tribulation to the early Christians did not mean so much ill health, poverty, or loss of
friends, as much as the sacrifices they had to make and the perils they had to meet from their
proclamation or profession of Christ. In the book of Hebrews, the writer says that after his
readers were converted, “they endured a great conflict of sufferings; partly being the object of
staring and gazing, both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly becoming parkers with them
that were so used,” Heb. 10:32, 33; But remember the former days, when after enlightened,
you endured great conflict of sufferings, partly by being made a public spectacle through
reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so treated.
Heb. 11:37, 38; They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put
to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goat skins, being destitute,
dfflicted, ill treated, wandering about in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the
ground. Tribulation is the appointed destiny of Christians. Paul reminds the Thessalonians that
both he and they were appointed unto tribulation, and that he had told them before when he
was with them that they were to suffer tribulation; 1 Thess. 3:3, 4; So that no man may be
disturbed by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we have been destined for this.
For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance that we were going to
suffer affliction; and so it came to pass, as you know. John is also a partaker in the tribulation
and kingdom and patience which are in Jesus and he tells the church of Smyrna that they shall
suffer tribulation 10 days; Rev. 1:9; I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation
and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos, because
of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. Rev. 2:10; Do not fear when you are about to
suffer. Behold the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and
you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.
The Christian is presented as being joyful in tribulation since there is a deeper experience of the
presence of Christ and of the kingdom of God when tribulations come. In the face of much
affliction the churches of Macedonia have an abundance of joy. 2 Cor. 8:1, 2; Now, brethren,
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we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the churches of
Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty
overflowed in the wealth of liberality. The Thessalonians received the word with much
tribulation, with the joy of the Holy Spirit; 1 Thess. 1:6; You also became imitators of us and of
the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit.

In the case of the Christian, tribulation results in increased energy and blessedness of
the spiritual life. 2 Cor. 4:17; For momentarily, light affliction is producing for us an eternal
weight of glory far beyond all comparison. Rom. 5:3; And not only this, but we also exult in
our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance. However, God comforts
the faithful in tribulation and the comfort that He gives allows us to have the ability to comfort
others; 2 Cor. 1:3, 4; Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all comfort; who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may be able to
comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are
comforted by God. 2 Cor. 7:6; But God, who comforts the depressed, comforted us by the
coming of Titus. Our Lord’s judgment will put an end to a believer’s tribulation, and they will be
rewarded with rest. 2 Thess. 1:5, 6; This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so
that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you indeed are
suffering; for after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who dafflict you.

The more severe portion of this period of tribulation is referred to as “The Great
Tribulation” of which, according to Scripture, there can only be one in the history o the world.
This period is also described in Zephaniah 1:12-18; And it will come about at that time that |
will search Jerusalem with lamps, and | will punish the men who are stagnant in spirit, who
say in their hearts, the Lord will not do good or evil. Moreover, their wealth will become
plunder, and their houses desolate, yes they will build houses but not inhabit them, and plant
vineyards but not drink their wine. Near is the great day of the Lord, near and coming very
quickly; listen, the day of the Lord! In it the warrior cries out bitterly. A day of wrath is that
day, a day of trouble and distress, a day of destruction and desolation, a day of darkness and
gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness; a day of trumpet and battle cry, against the
fortified cities and the high corner towers. And | will bring distress on men, so that they will
walk like the blind. Because they have sinned against the Lord; and their blood will be poured
out like dust, and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to deliver
them on the day of the Lord’s wrath; and all the earth will be devoured in the fire of jealousy,
for He will make a complete end, indeed a terrifying one, of all inhabitants of the earth. The
“Day of the Lord” includes the millennial age and the judgment that follows as well as the bliss
that God brings upon His own. This period, being a part of the Day of the Lord, is described by
the prophet as a day of wrath, a day of trouble, distress and death.
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In our study, as we proceed through the verses in this chapter of Matthew, we will see
that Christ gives us a description of the initial events of this period. Then, as Matthew goes on,
Jesus summarizes this period telling us that it ought not to be mistaken by being identified as
the general tribulation that Christians may have suffered on earth. Rather it is a tribulation the
kind of which was never known from the beginning of the world and will never be repeated
once it has been experienced.

The seven year period of tribulation is to be identified with the seventieth week of
Daniel’s prophecy, which parallels the future of Israel in tribulation according to Dan. 9:24-27;
Seventy weeks have been declared for your people and your holy city, to finish the
transgression, to make an end to sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting
righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy place. So you are
to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until
Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with

plaza and moat, even in times of distress. Then dafter the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be
cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and
the sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war;
desolations are determined. And he will make a firm covenant with many for one week, but in
the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of
abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that
is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate, (or causes horror). This prophecy
can be quite confusing because there are no definite times mentioned and many have thought
that this prophecy was being fulfilled in their time, but it was not yet the time, so let’s take
these verses apart and see if we can translate these verses from the Hebrew so that they can

be a little better understood: Seventy (or, a multitude), weeks (or sets of seven years, seven

being symbolic of completion or fulfillment), have been determined by God that His will

concerning your people (i.e., Daniel’s) and concerning the rebuilding of your consecrated and

sacred city (Jerusalem) will be accomplished and God’s sovereignty will be established, to

restrain the quilt and punishment that comes from rebellion, to seal up a general state of

sinfulness, to provide reconciliation for the deliberate twisting and perverting of sin that is

particularly evil, to cause for a time of right relation to the ethical and legal standards beyond

this temporal sphere, to fulfill your revelation of future events and the proclaiming of that which

the Lord gave him to say, and also to sanctify the Most Holy Place (or the tabernacle).

Therefore you are to discern and to act with insight knowing that the amount of time that will
pass on account of the going forth with the command to reestablish and complete the
reconstruction of Jerusalem until the future time of the Anointed One, the Ruler, there will be
seven groups of seven years and sixty-two weeks of years (sixty-two being symbolic of the beast
and men) ; Jerusalem will be reconstructed again, with streets and a channel of water built
around the city for defensive purposes, even during the designated time of enduring conditions
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of political, military, and religious oppression on God’s people. At a time after that period of
time consisting of 434 years the Anointed One will be cut off and have no one, and the people of
the ruler of this world (the beast and men), who is to come, will have a common purpose and
goal, that is to wipe out Jerusalem and the Most Holy Place in the Temple with the force of a
flood. And His time will end as foretold by the prophets with a coming judgment; even to the
end of this period of time there shall be wars decreed for destruction that have already been
decided. And the army of the beast made up of men will cause a covenant to prevail with a
large number of people that have armies for one group of seven years, and at the halfway point
of the seven years the beast and his men, and the peoples that have a covenant with the beast
and his men will cause the daily ritual sacrifices and grain offerings to cease; and in the shadow
of detestable things such as putting their own idols in the temple, will come these armies lead
by the beast will who cause horror, even up to a complete annihilation of everything holy, until
a decree is declared by the Prince to have His anger poured out on the one who causes the
horror. This part of Scripture is one of the most important and controversial prophecies in
Scripture. Daniel had been praying about the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the return of his
people to the city that had been conquered and scattered throughout the known world. God
gave Daniel a time frame for all of His dealings with Israel. Verse 24 is the key to understanding
the prophecy. It speaks of Daniel’s people and the holy city (Jerusalem). Atonement for iniquity
would be made for all sin at Calvary; this applies to individuals and not to the nation Israel.
Since the time of the destruction of Jerusalem to the time of Calvary is obviously longer than
seventy weeks this is how we know that Daniel is not speaking of a literal 7-day week, but
years. There are still sinful people, but they will be purged. “The Most Holy Place” is now
destroyed, but it will be reestablished. The beginning of the time is the decree to rebuild
Jerusalem. The “seventy weeks” can only refer to years, since Daniel specifies “three full
weeks” when he refers to “seven day” periods, in Daniel 10:2 In those days I, Daniel, had been
mourning for three entire weeks. Also the prophecy is an expansion of God’s earlier revelation
of the “seventy years” captivity. Some biblical scholars suggest that in all probability, the sixty-
nine weeks began with the decree that was issued to Nehemiah in 445-444 B.C. and ended 483
years later (based on 360 day years) on Palm Sunday. Then there is a gap in Daniel’s prophecy,
a feature that is characteristic in Daniel’s writings. This occurs because over thirty years elapsed
between the crucifixion of Christ (Messiah shall be cut off) and the destruction of Jerusalem
(destroy the city and the sanctuary). However, all of this follows the first sixty-nine weeks. As
long a God is gathering the Church out of the world, this seventieth week remains future. Once
the “times of the Gentiles” are complete, the clock of God’s judgment will count off the last
remaining week; Luke 21:23, 24; Woe to those who are with child and to those who nurse
babes in those days; for there will be great distress upon the land, and wrath to this people,
and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all nations; and
Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be
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fulfilled. There is the appearance of a prince who will have a definite relation to Israel. Israel
will receive another leader of her own and will make a firm covenant with him. He will then
break the covenant and turn upon Israel in great persecution. Then there follows total war
against Israel and the supplanting of worship with abomination, the antichrist having rebuilt the
temple for Israel. This then will be brought to a sudden end by the return of Jesus in glory and
the ushering in of His kingdom.

In the passage of Rev. 7:14, there can be a wrong interpretation of what “coming out of
the great tribulation” means in the context of this verse. And some people, i.e., commentators,
have erroneously capitalized The Great Tribulation, to prove their point. They point to a verse
that supposedly settles the question, Dan. 12:1; now, at that time Michael, the great prince
who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress
such a never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people,
everyone who is found written in the book; will be rescued. In the Tribulation, “the great
(one)” all the tribulations mentioned in all of the passages that speak of tribulation are
combined, and thus with reference to the church this tribulation of all the ages is rightly called
“great.” Acts 14:22; through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. The word
“many” spreads out the great multitude of tribulations. The tribulations of the last period are
certainly included. Exceedingly severe tribulations appear from time to time; but tribulation,
pressure, is never entirely absent from the church while it exists in this present evil age. What
we must bear as individuals varies; it varies even on the different days of our own lives. In Rev.
7:14 John sees the church which now has all of its tribulations behind it. It is in a place where no
part of the long and great tribulation of the past will ever touch the blessed again. Not even
hunger, thirst, heat, or a single tear will be in evidence.

So, what preserved the blessed while they were still in the Great Tribulation? John does
not praise their fortitude or any merit they achieved. This is what he adds; and did wash their
flowing robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. John sees these white robes as
the blessed stand before the throne of the Lamb. It seems that already, in this life positionally,
we wear the robes in which we shall shine in heaven. The Greek grammar expresses past facts;
“they washed and whitened,” which is one act, whitened by washing in the Lamb’s blood, not
two acts. Washing being the forgiveness of sin and whitening as being the living of a holy life.
The washing in this blood removes all sin and all stain and thus renders clean, white, and holy
the blessed.

Blood is red, yet the Lamb’s blood whitens. “To wash” occurs frequently in Scripture; “to
whiten” is usually expressed by saying “to cleanse.” The blessed cleanse and wash themselves
when the Lord cleanses them. To wash our robes means that we believe in the bloody expiation
of the Lamb and we appropriate this for ourselves. This blood and nothing else in the universe
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whitens us so that we can stand before God. Here on earth our robes still become stained and
need constant cleansing as a practical fact, however, positionally, they remain white and holy
as they remain so in heaven.

Those who wash their robes are those who come out of the tribulation to eternal glory.
This applies to all of the slaves (servants) of our God. John is permitted to see the whole church
and nothing less. Just as God and the Lamb have seen it forever, we must now forever see it
through John’s eyes.

These blessed ones of the tribulation will not worship the Antichrist because their
names have been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb; Rev. 13:8; And all who dwell on
earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of
the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain. There has to be a time for the
reward of the tribulation believers and that time is at the Great White Throne Judgment where
believers will be declared righteous and justified to take up residence with God forever.

There is, however, only one book called the Book of Life in which the names of the
believers are written. It is in connection with this final judgment that our Lord spoke in Matt.
25, which will be a part of this study in the next chapter. This is the time for the reward of those
who gallantly resisted the Antichrist, that great beast. It is interesting indeed that here the
word “throne” is used in the plural. There are thrones for judges. These thrones must include
Christ and His Apostles, and His saints; Matt. 19:28; And Jesus said to them, “Truly, | say to
you, that you have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His
glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

1 Cor. 6:3; Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more matters in this life?
There will also be a judgment, by the saints of God, of all the persons as they live during the
millennial reign of Christ on earth; Rev. 20:6; And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and
judgment was given to them. And | saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because
of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who has not worshipped
the beast or his image, and had not received the mark upon their forehead and upon their
hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. It should be noted
here that after the millennial reign of Christ, Satan will be released, but after that he will be
sent to his final destiny and be cast into the Lake of Fire along with those who have resisted the
gospel of Jesus Christ, Rev. 20:10; And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake
of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be
tormented day and night forever and ever. Rev. 20:14, 15; And death and Hades were thrown
into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was not
found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. Rev. 21:8; But for the
cowardly and the unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and
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sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death. The beast or the Antichrist and the false prophet who
were active during the Tribulation will have already been cast into the lake of fire, Rev. 19:20;
And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his
presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who
worshipped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with
brimstone.

In all of this study about the Second Coming of Christ, the Great Tribulation, judgment,
the millennium age, and rapture, this study would be deficient if we did not concern ourselves
with a positive statement about “salvation” by defining it, understanding it, and knowing how
to obtain it.

Salvation is defined as: safety, deliverance, and preservation from danger or
destruction. Deliverance from danger; Hebrews 11:7; By faith Noah, being warned by God
about things not yet seen, in reverence (or, having become reverent), prepared an ark for the
salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the
righteousness which is according to faith. Deliverance from slavery, Acts 7:25; and he
supposed (or, was thinking), that his brethren understood that God was granting them
deliverance (or, salvation) through him (or, through his hand); but they did not understand.
Deliverance from our enemies, Luke 1:70, 71; as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets
from of old—“salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.” Hence the
general definition of salvation is “welfare or prosperity,” Phil. 1:19; for | know that this shall
turn out for my deliverance (or, salvation), through your prayers (or, supplication), and the
provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. By implication salvation can have the meaning of spiritual
“victory,” Rev. 7:10; and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, “salvation to our God who sits
on the throne, and to the Lamb.” In the OT definition of salvation it can mean deliverance from
present danger or trouble, or, more especially, defeat in battle. However, it is also deliverance
from future condemnation that Jehovah would rightly bring upon Israel. Such salvation can
have eschatological connotations, that is, doctrine that deals with death, judgment,
resurrection, and immortality.

In the NT, salvation is deliverance from sin and its spiritual consequences, involving an
attachment to the body of Christ, and admission to eternal life with blessedness in the kingdom
of Christ, Rom. 10:9, 10; if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved, for with the heart man believes,
resulting in righteousness, (or, to righteousness), and with the mouth he confesses resulting
salvation, (or, to salvation).
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The concept of God as the Savior of individuals is expressed throughout the OT. Jehovah
is referred to as the Savior of the meek and of all that put their trust in Him, Ps. 149:4; for the
Lord takes pleasure in His people; He will beautify the afflicted ones with salvation. Ps.86:2;
so preserve my soul, for | am a godly man; O Thou my God save Thy servant who trusts in
Thee.

This type of salvation was deliverance not only from the spiritual consequences of sin
but from the pollution of sin itself. Such an awareness of the necessity of personal inner
cleansing is expressed in a number of the Psalms, Ps. 51:10-12; create in me a clean heart, O
God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not
Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold me with Thy
free spirit. Here the salvation for which the Psalmist prays includes deliverance from sin as one
of its elements. The OT prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel give the clearest expression to the idea
of salvation as deliverance from sin, Jeremiah 31:31-34; “Behold days are coming,” declares
the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah,
not like the covenant which | made with their fathers in the day | took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although | was a
husband to them,” declares the Lord. “But this is the covenant which | will make with the
house of Israel after those days,” declares the Lord, “I will put My law within them, and on
their heart I will write it; and | will be their God, and they shall be My people. And they shall
not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’
for they shall all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares the Lord,
“for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin | will remember no more.” Ezekiel 36:25-29;
“Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; | will cleanse you from all your
filthiness and from all of your idols. Moreover, | will give you a new heart and put a new spirit
within you; and | will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.
And I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes and you will be
careful to observe My ordinances. And you will live in the land that | gave to your forefathers;
so you will be My people, and | will be your God. Moreover, I will save you from all your un-
cleanliness; and | will call for the grain and multiply it, and | will not bring famine on you.” In
these verses it is plain to see that when we have a heart for God, that is, when we want to live
according to His kingdom authority and not by the world’s authority, He will protect and
provide for us. It’s like He's giving us a taste of heaven here on earth. But this kind of change of
disposition requires that we trust in Him, rely on Him, and have faith in Him. To exclude
ourselves from the temptations of the world is not possible within our own strength, | believe
that is why we see so many, including ourselves, at times, failing to be who we desire to be in
Christ. Everything that we have learned about life, our identity as to who we are or would like
to be, what we trust in, in a secular sense has to be discarded. That was the lesson of the rich
young ruler who asked Jesus what he must do to be saved. He had become rich in all of these
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secular avenues and Jesus’ reply to him and to us is, “get rid of your all of your attachment to
this world and humble yourself and follow Me.”

The crown of this personal salvation is reached in the doctrine of the resurrection. Since
the realm of the dead is under God’s control, those who have been made righteous, who die in
distress, still have hope after death to the salvation of God. This hope finds sporadic utterances
in the OT, Dan. 12:1-3; now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the
sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred
since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found
written in the book, will be rescued. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground
will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. And
those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and
those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.

In a short summary we have from the OT salvation meaning, (1) deliverance from
present danger or trouble especially from defeat in battle. (2) A preliminary foretaste by the
righteous, after death, of the enjoyment of the age to come. It is into a world such as this, with
concepts of salvation as explained, that the Lord Jesus came with His gospel of salvation.

In the teachings of Jesus the word “salvation” is used only twice by Him—in the
conversation with Zacchaeus and in the interview with the woman of Samaria.

According to Jesus, to have salvation was to have the kingdom of God within the
individual. So salvation was treated as a present experience. To the sinful woman in the house
of Simon, He declares that her faith has saved her and bids her to go in peace. To Zacchaeus He
says, “Today salvation has come to this house.”

Jesus taught that when one possesses His salvation or eternal life, death brings no
interruption in the communion of the individual with God. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob’s spirit,
we can presume, is in the presence of God. To the dying thief on the cross the promise is made
that, on that same day, his place would be (positionally) with his Master in paradise.

Salvation, especially as viewed by Paul, is also an eschatological conception,
eschatological meaning an adverb for theology dealing with death, resurrection, judgment, and
immortality. Those Christians who are alive when the rapture occurs, along with the dead in
Christ, will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air and freed from the last trace of their flesh
which had hitherto hindered them and shall enter into the joys of His heavenly kingdom; 1 Cor.
15:50-53; Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God;
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold, | tell you a mystery; we shall not all
sleep, but we all shall be changed. In a moment, in a twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet;
for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be
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changed. For this perishable (or, corruptible), must put on the imperishable, and this mortal
must put on immortality. It is this glorious experience—still in the future—to which Paul refers
when he uses salvation as an eschatological term.

But salvation is not merely deliverance from future punishment; it includes also
freedom from sin as a present power. Indeed, it is this present deliverance which alone makes
the future possible. Through union with Christ, the believer has become new creature, 2 Cor.
5:17; therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature, the old things passed away;
behold new things have come. 1 Cor. 13:11; when | was a child, | used to speak as a child,
think as a child, reason as a child; when | became a man, | did away with childish things. The
believer has to die to sin, crucify the flesh with all of it passions and lusts, and enter upon a life
of spiritual righteousness, peace, and joy, Romans 14:16, 17; therefore do not let what is for
you a good thing be spoken of as evil; for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. The believer is a saved man reconciled to
God, claiming and receiving the privileges of a son. Romans 8:14, 15; for all who are being led
by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For you have not received a spirit of slavery
leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out,
“Abba, Father.” The believer rejoices in the daily experiences of a Father’s grace, knowing how
to glory even in tribulations, since he has learned that all things work together for good to them
that love God, Rom. 8:28; And we know that God causes all things to work together for good
to those who love Him, to those who are called according to His purpose. The believer
continues to have his conflict with sin, but as he once felt himself to be the slave of the flesh,
sold unto sin, he now knows himself to be its master. The law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus
has made him free from the law of sin and of death. And the day is coming when, through the
transformation of his body, he shall be freed from whatever defiling contact with sin still
remains.

In the Gospel of John and in the letter of 1 John, salvation is a present and final
eschatological experience John 3:15, 16; whoever believes may in Him have eternal life. For
God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish, but have eternal life. 1 John 4:16, 17; and we have come to know and have
believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in him. By this, love is perfected with us, that we may have confidence in
the Day of Judgment; because as He is, so also are we in the world. The transformation has
begun, it has been inaugurated and eternal life is already the possession of all who believe on
Christ. He that hears Christ’s word and believes Him that sent Him has eternal life and does not
need to fear judgment. Christ is represented as the “Bread of Life” of which if a man eats it he
shall live forever, John 6:50, 51; “This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, so that
one may eat of it and not die. “I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone
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eats of this bread, he shall live forever; and the bread also which I shall give for the life of the
world is My flesh.” Many times, as in these verses, Jesus speaks allegorically and we can
misrepresent what He is saying, so let’s take these words in this verse and define them from
the Greek: This Person that you now see is what could be compared to bread because | am the
divine spiritual nourishment that feeds the life and soul of Christians which comes down from a
higher plain of living that exists in heaven to a lower plain the exists on earth, so that anyone
may be continuously fed by faith and be sustained in a spiritual and eternal life and not be
separated from the Father eternally. | am what can be compared to as the living Bread, active,
and enduring imparting eternal life that comes from a higher plain of spiritual life to a lower
way of life on earth; if anyone is fed by faith in this Bread, he shall have life eternally; and the
living, enduring, active faith which I shall give for them to eat and drink so that the world can
have eternal life is represented in Me as the principle of life and nutrition for the regenerated
soul. In contrast to the manna that the Israelites ate as they were on their way to the Promised
Land, the Lord Jesus spoke of Himself as the bread that came down from heaven. If anyone ate
this bread, he would not die. This did not mean that he would not die physically, but that he
would not suffer a spiritual death which is defined as separation from God and would have
eternal life in heaven. Even if he did die physically, his body would be raised at the last day, and
he would spend eternity with the Lord.

In this and the following verses, the Lord Jesus spoke repeatedly of men eating of Him.
What does He mean by this? Does He mean that men must eat of Him in a physical literal way?
Obviously that idea is impossible and repulsive. Some think, however, that He meant to teach
that we must eat of Him in the communion service; that in some miraculous way the bread and
wine are changed into the body and blood of Christ and that in order to be saved we must
partake of these elements. But this is not what Jesus said. The context makes it quite clear that
to eat of Him means to believe in Him. When we trust the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior we
appropriate Him by faith. We partake of the benefits of His Person and of His work. Augustine,
the historian, puts it this way, “believe and you have eaten.”

Jesus is the Living Bread. He not only lives in Himself, but He is life-giving. Those who eat
this bread will live forever. But how can this be? How can the Lord give eternal life to guilty
sinners? The answer is found in the latter part of the verse; “the bread that | shall give is My
flesh, which | shall give for the life of the world.” Here the Lord Jesus was pointing forward to
His death on the cross. He would give His life as a ransom for sinners. His body would be
broken, and His blood would be poured out as a sacrifice for sins. He would die as a substitute
for us. He would pay the penalty that our sins demanded. And why would He do this? He did it
for the life of the world. He would not die just for the Jewish nation, or even just for the elect.
But His death would be of a sufficient value for the whole world. This does not, of course, mean
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that the whole world will be saved, but rather that the work of the Lord Jesus at Calvary would
be sufficient in its value to save the whole world, if all men came to Jesus.

When we read that He is the resurrection and the life and whosoever shall believe in
Him shall never die we are saying that if we believe in Him we will be resurrected to eternal life
with Him. We still have the capacity to die physically, but Jesus is referring to spiritual life.

The final form of salvation is connected with the redemption of the universe. Whatever
is hopelessly evil—whether in nature or in man or in spirit—shall be at last brought under
Christ’s feet. No foe will remain to dispute the authority of Christ or mar the glories of His
eternal kingdom. The last enemy to be destroyed will be death. Not until then will Christ’s
saving work be finished, and He restores to the Father the power given to Him, that in the
redeemed universe God may be all in all. In order for saved man to live in a compatible
environment, the Lord will create a new earth and a new heaven, in which he will live in peace
and righteousness; Rev. 21:1; And | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven
and the first earth passed away and there is no longer any sea. As we define this verse from
the Greek words to English it would read as follows: And additionally | perceived of a renewed,
superior, more splendid heaven and a qualitatively new earth, because the former heaven and
earth, because of its evil, has perished and there is no longer an expanse of the ocean. To take
the place of the earth and heaven that “passed away,” John now sees, in his vision, a new
heaven and a new earth. The heaven and earth as we now see them in the universe, grand and
wonderful, indeed, but sadly corrupted by sin and evil passed away. After our body and soul
have been glorified we shall be a new creation indeed. The same holds true with the earth and
heavens. This is more than just an analogy for the first heaven and earth that were created for
us, it is what we see as our sin corrupted what God had given us. There is a new heaven and
earth created by God, but, what about the sea? This verse says that there will no longer be any
sea. There are two plausible answers to this question, one; the function of the sea, that is, to
supply evaporation, clouds, rain, rivers, and springs, is no longer needed. Or, two, the word
“sea” is a symbolic word that means “restless masses of humanity in wicked nations.” The new
heaven and earth surely would not have a place for such people. Or maybe we’ll just have to
wait and see what the Lord means by these words. The process of shaping us into what God
had in mind for us to be was cut short by man’s propensity to sin and as no further action was
taken by the Lord at that time, we are indeed left unfinished. In the end, all human beings are
lost in sin and do not reflect the image of God in any sense of completeness, which is what God
desired for us from the beginning.

Jesus now begins to answer the disciple’s second question about the end of the age and
the Coming Kingdom. The disciples wondered what sign would reveal these things, but Jesus
warned them about false messiahs. During the first half of the Great Tribulation Jesus warns His
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disciples that there will be many false messiahs, all claiming to be Him. They will succeed in
deceiving many. The current rise of many false cults may be a prelude to this, but it is not the
fulfillment. Jer. 29:8; for thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, “Do not let your
prophets who are in your midst and your diviners deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams
which they dream.” The way in which Jesus begins to answer His disciples shows that His heart
is full of compassion and concern for the disciples. With the introduction to this sermon is a
mighty warning; “Do not indulge your disciples in their curiosities, but instruct them in things
that are useful to know.” They are to live with “their eyes wide open,” so they don’t miss or fall
for any deception that comes their way, by means of these illusionists, which Christ knew His
disciples were fond of and were in danger of being ensnared by, because they were looking for
signs, which would make them vulnerable to deception. They have to be careful not to be
tricked by their eyes or ears into believing what is not true. There would be many false
prophets with counterfeit signs of spiritual power and authority. Their coming “in My name”
means that they will seize upon the name of Christ for themselves or elevate themselves to His
stature.

The procession of such deceivers started before the time of Christ and it will continue
onto the end of time. Some have been petty and just have some little sect of fanatics following
them and some sit on thrones like the popes in their long succession. Some are just plain in it
for the money and some are just obscenely vicious. The sad thing is that they shall actually
succeed in deceiving many because all men have an attraction for religious error, and many
yield to it with avidity and develop a strong fanaticism. They are limitless in perverting to their
own ends what the Scriptures say about the kingdom.

But these do not come by Christ’s orders or with delegated powers and authority from
Him. But they assume the name Messiah, which was set aside for Christ only, and take upon
themselves His spiritual office and challenge the honor and dignity which belongs to Him alone.
In this period of time many set themselves up to be deliverers and redeemers of the people of
Israel. Each of them had many followers in great numbers, who they lead to spiritual
destruction. 1 John 2:18; Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that the antichrist
is coming, even now many antichrists have arisen; from this we know that it is the last hour.

When Jesus teaches us that one of the signs of the last days is that there will be wars
and rumors of wars, it would be easy to think that we are seeing this fulfilled today, but what
we see is mild compared to what is to come. God’s prophetic clock has begun and these
conditions will quickly manifest themselves. Famines, pestilences, and earthquakes will occur in
various parts of the earth. Even today world leaders are alarmed by the specter of famine due
to the population explosion. But this will be accentuated by the shortages caused by wars that
are a signal that alarms us to the rotten condition of the world.
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Jesus is preparing His disciples, then and now, for a difficult passage of time before His
return. These noises about war are not to upset the poise and confidence of the disciples. Why?
Because it must be, it is necessary due to the condition of the world and God’s judgment upon
that condition. As political situations worsen, as wars ravage the world, Jesus’ disciples and all
of His followers should not be afraid that God has somehow lost control or that His promises
will not come true. Even when the world seems in chaos, God is in control. Such things must
happen as part of God’s divine plan. And it seems that we, here in the United States, are being
set up to follow a false Messiah through our political system. We demand more and more from
our government in the way of entitlements and have become more and more dependent on
our government to solve not only our personal crisis but the crisis of the world also. We must
always remember that the government is not our Messiah and we should not put expectations
on our government that only Christ can provide.

Rev. 6:4; and another, a red horse, went out; and to him who sat on it, it was granted
to take peace from the earth and that men should slay one another; and a great sword was
given to him. In this verse a red horse is chosen because “a red horse” is symbolic of “war,
bloodshed, and death; strength, swiftness, and power; spiritual support, or power of the flesh.”
Let’s take this verse apart to see what else this verse might be saying: also another of the
remaining horses, a flame colored, fiery red one that represents bloodshed and death that is
about to come swiftly, departed; and to him who sat on it, it was permitted to take away peace
and harmony of individuals from the habitable earth by force, and that men, because of lack of
peace, should slaughter one another; and a sword that is used for cutting, symbolic of war
machines, that was used to a great extent was given to him. The NT era is not different from
that of the OT as regards to war, famine, and death. The wild passions of the wicked and the sin
abroad, in all nations, constantly precipitate wars. In the midst of them and despite them the
Lamb brings His kingdom to its triumphant consummation. Wars themselves, as signs of
ripening unto final judgment, are a continuous sign of the end; they are like great placard
advertisements that are strung along the highway of the world’s history. Schemes and pacts to
abolish war on earth, however well intended, are hopeless, as long as the world and the nations
love sin and deal in corruption and unrighteousness. Some thought they were waging world
war one in order to end all war, and now, against their will, they learn that it was only pregnant
with more wars and rumors of war.

The fact that wars result when one nation rises against another nation, a body of people
that is held together by the same customs, and kingdom rises against kingdom, a body of
people that is under one king or government, is rather self evident. But these clashes are
always at the height of abnormality. Jesus goes on to teach that in addition to the wars,
famines and earthquakes will be on the increase and more evident. The world of nature is
affected by sin in the same way as the world of men, and so these disturbing manifestations are

45| Page



a sign of the end. But just because they are a sign of the end does not mean that the end will
soon follow. More of these manifestations will occur, not always consecutively but often
concurrently and simultaneously.

But, verse 8 of Matthew 24 tells us that all of these things are merely the beginning of
what is about to occur, Jesus refers to these things as “birth pangs.” As we know, the baby is
not usually born immediately upon having contractions, these pains are only the beginning of
the process. He uses this analogy to tell us that just as birth pains get gradually greater and
greater until the birth, so too, these signs are only the beginning of things that will gradually get
violently worse and worse until that final day.

Jesus’ words indicated to the eager disciples that there would be a span of time before
the end of the age and the coming kingdom—it would not come that week, or immediately
after His resurrection, or even right after the destruction of Jerusalem. First much suffering
would occur as a part of life on earth, while history would move toward a single, final, God
planned goal—the creation of new earth and a new kingdom. The description that Jesus uses of
sufferings as “birth pangs” was not new to the Jews; it is a typical metaphor for the beginning
of pre-kingdom travail and suffering in many books of the prophets.

While we must never trivialize suffering, all of these troubles must not alarm Christians.
Because Jesus has warned us about them, we know that they must precede the arrival of God’s
glorious kingdom. Persons who try to predict the date of the last day and the day of His return
by counting earthquakes have not read Jesus’ words carefully. Everything will happen according
to God’s divine plan. Our only responsibility is to be prepared, to endure, and to continue to
teach the Good News to all nations.

Faithful believers will experience great personal testing during the Tribulation. The
nations will conduct a bitter hate campaign against all who are true to Him and if we examine
the moral condition of the entire world we can see where, at a minimum, the birth pains have
started. Not only will believers be tried in civil courts, but many will be, and are being martyred
because they refuse to recant.

Because of what some potential believers see occurring in the lives of believers, they
will deny the Lord rather than suffer and die. Family members will inform against their own
relatives and betray them into the hands of brutal persecutors. In these outbreaks of
persecution many shall be trapped, that is, get so caught up in being attached to this world,
even with their life, that they get caught like an animal that has had a trap sprung on them. Any
potential for faith has been killed as they give up information that leads to believers being
persecuted. It would not be correct to say that they have stumbled, because you can quickly
recover from stumbling. The wormy fruit falls whenever the wind blows. They let money,
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goods, position, honor, liberty, or blood, be the price at which they would sell out Christ. One
thing must be made clear here, no matter what these people declare about themselves, we
cannot call these people believers, that is, those that allow themselves to become so attached
to the world that they would sell out anything and everything to hold onto it. They boast about
being a Christian when everything is quiet and tolerable, however, when they see Christians
being persecuted in whatever manner, they change their position. Jesus teaches us that once
the believer is saved nothing can change that condition; obviously one that sells out his brother
in Christ was never saved. These corrupt people have become a traitor to the Name just like
Judas. They use their knowledge and their connections to help destroy the faithful by
denouncing and delivering up Christ’s faithful.

In addition when some see the success that false prophets are having, as the world sees
success, securing followers, property, and finance, they will attempt to do the same with
success also. They will deceive hordes of people. These are not to be confused with the false
messiahs of verse 5. False prophets claim to be a spokesperson for God. They can be detected
in two ways: their prophecies do not always come to pass and their teachings always lead men
away from the true God. These false prophets will probably come out of our churches, which
will make them more believable. They pretend to have a spirit of prophecy and have new
revelations of a better understanding of the Scriptures. Their success most likely will come from
laziness on the part of the church members who do not do their own Word study or check the
spirit of the teachings of these men, by testing what they say as compared to what God’s Word
says. They do this primarily by taking His word out of context, helping to make it apply to their
false teaching. Instead of having other people tell us what the Scriptures say we need to
examine it for ourselves and let the truth of the Word speak to us. Just as there was in the OT,
there will be and even are today, false prophets among us who tell us what we want to hear,
with the intention of to draw more people in, increase their following, which usually leads to
more financial gain and power.

It only makes sense that as people turn on one another and suspicion of motives grows
among the church, not knowing who you can trust and who you cannot, that the love for the
brethren would begin to grow cold, and so it will; as can be evidenced even as we compare the
church of forty years ago to today’s church. Lack of acts of love will become more and more
common and evident and internal relationships will become fewer and fewer and shallower
and shallower.

In addition doctrinal defection and laxity from the false prophets automatically entail
which feeds the moral defection and laxity. When one applies doctrinal statements of Scripture
fast and loose and does not permit it to bind on the conscience how can a person stay firm with
moral requirements? Thus lawlessness will be multiplied; the law that directs the Christian in
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avoiding sin and in doing good works will be broken. Like an uncontrollable infectious disease
the license of one to practice immorality will infect the others. On account of this, because
immorality also brings along with it a lack of trusting, the love that flows from faith and
evidences it presence and strength in fellowship shall grow cold as though it had been struck by
an icy blast. The fervor and strength of Christ’s love will be gone. And that means that its root,
faith, has withered and is dying or is dead. This is the picture that Jesus is giving us of a sign that
marks His Second Coming and the end of this present evil age. It is dark and the darkness
steadily increases. Does this picture suggest a wonderful golden age that will rise in triumph in
the world prior to the end? Not likely! The trend, more than likely, will be to continue to grow
worse, as “birth pangs,” until our Lord Jesus calls an end to it all.

But, as a Christian, we should not lose heart, because Jesus tells us that “he who
endures until the end shall be saved.” This obviously does not mean that men’s souls will be
saved at that time as a result of their enduring; salvation is always presented in the Bible as a
gift of God’s grace, received by faith in Christ’s substitutionary death and resurrection. Neither
can it mean that all who endure will escape physical harm; we have already learned that there
will be many martyrs. It is a general statement that those who stand fast, enduring persecution
without apostatizing, will be delivered at Christ’s Second Coming. No one should imagine that
apostasy will be a means of escape or safety. Only those who have true faith shall be saved.
Although saving faith may have lapses, it always has the quality of permanence.

This is the bright aspect of the prophecy; in spite of every opposition the church of true
believers will endure. When Jesus refers to a person that will endure He uses the singular, “the
one that endures” because He wants each one of His disciples to think of himself as being in
that situation or circumstance at some time. To endure means “to bear whatever a true
confession of Christ brings upon us.” Jesus Himself says that in the case of some this will mean
death. The verb here, from the Greek, as it is used by Him, means “to stand one’s ground, or to
remain under.” It has the simple idea of endurance up to life’s end here on earth, Rev. 2:7; He
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. “To him who overcomes, |
will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God.” Let’s translate this verse
from the Greek meanings of these words: To the one that has unto himself the ability to hear
and has a mind to understand, let him give heed and understand what the Holy Spirit of God
communicates, instructs, and continually warns the entire church of Christ. “To him that is
victorious over the world, evil, and all of the adversaries of His kingdom, | will give of my own
accord and good will to be fed by faith and to be sustained in a spiritual and eternal life, which
is in the place where the spirits of the just dwell with God. Everyone has an ear, in fact two. God
gave everyone an ear so that he could hear. Hence the guilt when one who has an ear does not
hear. You who have an ear also do not have an excuse, consider yourself warned. If you do
something to your ear so that, hearing, you do not hear when the Lord speaks you stand self-
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condemned. This does not have a double sense; it is not a play on physical and spiritual ears
and hearing. However, the grammar of the verse says, “let him actually, effectively, hear!” The
Lord always speaks so that He is heard effectively.

We notice that in this verse Jesus does not say “what | am saying,” to the churches, but
“what the Spirit is saying.” Here the Spirit is named because it is His special work to operate
through the means of grace and to effect faith by hearing and all of its fruits, love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self control.

Although this verse is addressed to the Ephesians’ Church, this letter is not intended
only for the Ephesians’ but for all of the churches then and now. We understand the words “is
saying” as equal to “is now saying and will continue to say by the mouth of the Lord.”

The command to hear is followed by a promise “to the one who overcomes | will give to
him to eat from the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.” The connection here to the
overcoming is victory over hostile forces, some visible, some invisible. The thought does not
refer to victory finally achieved at the end of our life but to the believer who stands and
endures his tribulation as a victor from beginning to end. This is a point worth noting. The victor
and only the victor shall receive a reward. We could say that this reward is won by him, but we
do not claim any merit in receiving this reward, but we receive it as a gift from the Lord, a gift of
the Lord’s abounding grace.

The tree whose quality is the life, the eternal life which God wanted us to have in the
beginning, is what Jesus has obtained anew for man after his fall, which shall again be ours in all
of its fullness after we enter into Paradise. The fruit of this tree is the life or salvation. The
promise given in Rev. 2:7 is that the victor shall eat from the tree of life, which is in the Paradise
of God; he shall taste and enjoy all the blessedness of eternal life in the Paradise of heaven by
means of his spirit at death and by means of his body and spirit after the resurrection of our
perfected bodies. This is reserved for only Jesus’ faithful followers. The stress on this verse is
not on endurance, but on salvation; the verse offers both a promise and a warning. This
became a precious promise to believers who were struggling during intense persecution
throughout the history of the church. But, this bears repeating, enduring to the end does not
bring salvation; it marks us as God’s elect. It’s the assurance of our salvation that empowers us
to endure. While some of us will suffer and die, none of these followers will suffer spiritual loss
or eternal loss.

Then Jesus Christ gives us another glorious promise. It is combined with the clearest
statement found in the Gospels concerning the timing of the end of the world. First, the gospel
will be preached in the whole of the inhabited world. During this period, the gospel of the
kingdom will be proclaimed worldwide, as a witness to all of the nations. Matt. 4:23; And Jesus
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was going about in all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the gospel,
(or, good news), of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness
among the people. Nothing could stop its spread. It is called “gospel,” which was a word that
was originally used to designate the reward handed to a messenger of good news, then it came
to mean the good news itself. “The gospel” is an old English term. “This gospel” refers to it as
Jesus is now proclaiming it. Its content is “the kingdom”, the rule of the Messiah over men’s
hearts and lives which includes both his rule of grace and of glory as the context indicates.

It is preached as a testimony to all of the nations; it is one that is intended, as all
testimony is, to arouse faith and, when in spite of its absolute truth it is rejected, to testify and
to witness against those who refuse to believe. The latter must be included because of what
Jesus said in verse 9; “to all the nations” specifies what “in the whole world” really means.
Every nation will eventually face this gospel testimony and together with that testimony the
guestion of faith or unbelief. To reject this testimony is to stand self condemned. The truth
must be accepted as truth; when it is turned down as being a lie, the man who turns it down
pronounces his own verdict.

n u

“Then,” meaning, “Not until then,” “shall come the end,” "the end" meaning the goal or
the end of the world, or the consummation of God’s plan for salvation. By the time Matthew’s
readers would hear these words, Jesus’ prediction had already begun to be fulfilled. Reaching
all of the nations occurred at Pentecost, Acts 2:5-11; Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem,
devout men, from every nation under heaven. And when this sound occurred, the multitude
came together, and were bewildered, because they were each one hearing them speak in his
own language. And they were amazed and marveled saying, “Why, are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we each hear them in our own language, to which we
were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya around
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—we hear them
in our own tongues speaking of the mighty deeds of God.” And the preaching was spreading to
all of the world, Col. 1:5, 6; because of the hope laid up for you in heaven of which you
previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel, which has come to you, just as in all the
world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also
since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth.

Verse 24:14 of Matthew is often misused to show that Christ could not return for His
church at any moment because so many nations have not yet heard the gospel. These verses
seem to refute that argument and this difficulty is removed when we realize that in God’s
sovereignty He has allowed a means or an opportunity by which they could receive Him. All
people have been convicted in their heart to reject whatever god they choose to worship and
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to seek Him out. The nations that choose not to be informed are the nations that have rejected
this conviction and/or have chosen to follow a false god rather than to face the persecution of
following Christ.

As we study the Mt. Olivet Discourse, Matt. 24:3-14, we will notice several parallels
between these verses and Rev. 6:1-17. These are some examples:

The rider on the white horse...the false messiah
The rider on the red horse...war
The rider on the black horse...famine
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The rider on the pale horse...pestilence or death

To take it further we should take note that the events in Rev. 6:12-17 are linked with
those in Matt. 24:19-31.

The Great Tribulation, Perilous Times

Matt. 24:21; for then there will be great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the
beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall.

From the events which constitute “the signs” of the end of the world Jesus turns to
directions and warnings that pertain to the destruction of Jerusalem. The change of subject is
obvious. As far as treating both with clear distinction in the same discourse is concerned, who
can object when the destruction of Jerusalem, like the flood and like the destruction of Sodom
and Gomorra, is made a type of the end of the world?

Matt. 24:15-28; Therefore when you see the Abomination of Desolation which was
spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place, (let the reader understand),
then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains; let him who is on the housetop not go
down to get the things out that are in his house; and let him who is in the field not turn back
to get his cloak. But woe to those who are with child and to those who nurse babes in those
days! But pray that your flight may not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath; for then there will
be great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor
ever shall. And unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for
the sake of the elect those days shall be cut short. Then if anyone says to you, “Behold here is
the Christ,” or “There He is,” do not believe him. For false Christs and false prophets will arise
and will show great signs and wonders so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. Behold |
have told you in advance. If therefore they say to you, “Behold, He is in the wilderness,” do
not go forth, or “Behold, He is in the inner rooms,” do not believe them. For just as the
lightning comes from the east, and flashed even to the west, so shall the coming of the Son of
Man be. Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures gather. Sometimes when we read
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prophecy literally it can cause us to misinterpret what the prophecy is saying, so let’s take these
verses apart so that God’s Word can speak to us more clearly: Then, at that time, when you
shall perceive the unclean, impure idol worship, the immoral and corrupt, being emptied out on
earth, which was foretold by the one named “God is My Judge,” the one from the OT who was a
foreteller of future events concerning the consummation of the age, set in place in the
tabernacle of the rebuilt abode of God, the consecrated place, (let everyone consider this and
think it about by means of reading), at that time let those who are in the area near Judea move
hastily away from danger upon the nearby hills; let the person who is on the roof of the house
move away from danger without going down into the house to remove any of his possessions
from his house; and also to him who is in the cultivated land do not return to get possession of
his cape and shirt. However, misery and pity will befall on the person that is in the circumstance
of being in the condition of having a child in the womb and also those who are nursing babies in
those days! But now pray to God for good and to avert the evil that you may encounter in your
fleeing and pray that it may not begin to be in the foul weather of winter, or on a day of worship
and rest; because at that time there will be a continuous period of time in the history of the
world occasioned by God’s direct interference, that cannot be compared to any time since the
creation of the world up to this time, nor ever shall there be another time like this time. And, in
addition, if these determined days had not been shortened absolutely no man would have been
spiritually saved; but on behalf of the sake of the elect, those determined days shall be
shortened. At that time alone if someone speaks to you saying, “Pay attention, here in this place
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is the Messiah,” or, “”there in that place,” do not be persuaded to trust in, rely on, or have faith
in that person. Because false messiahs seeking to establish their own throne and also false
prophets who have falsely assumed the work of a prophet will be raised up and pretend to
foretell of things to come that are lies and they will perform and exhibit things of exciting
admiration including attesting miracles and seemingly performing acts outside the laws of
nature, so as to cause even the chosen ones to form a wrong judgment. Pay attention to what |
am saying, | have spoken of these things in advance, before these events have taken place. If
therefore you find yourself in the situation where they speak these words to you, “Pay attention,
Christ is in the uninhabited and uncultivated tract of the country,” do not go to that place, or, if
they say, “pay attention, Christ is in the place of privacy,” do not trust in, rely on, or have faith in
them. Because just as comparatively sudden as the lightening comes out of and appears from
the same direction as the rising sun, and becomes visible, all the way through to the sinking sun,
so too shall the be the coming of Christ, or He who is also called the true Messiah. Relative to
what | have taught you remember this proverb, “Because wherever there is a dead body of a
beast that is the place where the rapacious birds that prey on the dead will gather.”

In verse 15 we read about the “seeing the Abomination of Desolation as recorded in
Daniel,” and the verse ends in “let the reader understand,” so in obedience to these words we
need to spend some time on what this expression means. In Rev. 13 we have two beasts
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mentioned, the first is the antichrist, in verses 1-10, who comes out of the sea and the second is
the beast from out of the earth. The first beast is a political ruler while the second is a religious
leader. The antichrist has already been revealed by this time in Rev. 6:2 as the rider of the
white horse who brought false peace. This reminds us of the words in John 5:43; | have come in
My Father’s name, and you did not receive Me; if another shall come in his own name, you
will receive him. Reference is made by Christ to the future antichrist that would be welcomed
as the producer of great peace among men. In Matt. 24:15 the Lord Jesus Christ refers to this
antichrist as “The Abomination of Desolation.”

Daniel describes this antichrist as “another horn, a little one,” which arises from among
the ten horns, which are kings (or dictators) who will be ruling in the area of the Roman Empire
in the last days. Daniel describes him as having eyes like a man and a mouth that speaks great
things; Daniel 7:8; while | was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, a little one,
came up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before it; and
behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth uttering great things. He
calls him a king of fierce countenance who understands dark sentences, Dan. 8:23-25; And in
the latter period of their rule, (or, kingdom), when the transgressors have run their course,
(or, finished), a king will arise insolent, (or, strong of face), and skilled in intrigue, (or,
ambiguous speech). And his power will be mighty, but not by his own power, and he will
destroy, (or, corrupt), to an extraordinary degree and prosper and perform his will; he will
destroy, (or, corrupt), mighty men and the holy people, (or, people of the saints). And through
his shrewdness he will cause deceit to succeed by his influence, (or, hand), and he will magnify
himself in his heart, and he will destroy, (or, corrupt), many while they are at ease, (or,
secure). He will even oppose, (or, stand against), the Prince of princes, but he will be broken
without human agency, (or, human hand). In Second Thess. 2:3-12 Paul identifies this man as
the “man of lawlessness...the son of destruction,” and the “lawless one.” The prediction of the
final doom of the antichrist is in Rev. 19:19-20; And | saw the beasts and the kings of the earth
and their armies, assembled to make war against Him who sat upon the horse, and against
His army. And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs
in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those
who worshipped his image; these two were thrown alive into the Lake of Fire which burns
with brimstone. The second personality is the beast that comes out of the earth, Rev. 13:11-18;
And | saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and
he spoke as a dragon. And he exercises all of the authority of the first beast in his presence.
And he makes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose fatal
wound was healed. And he performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down out
of heaven to the earth in the presence of men. And he deceives those who dwell on the earth
because of the signs which it has given him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling
those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who has the wound of the sword

53|Page



and has come to life. And there was given to him great breath to the image of the beast, that
the image of the beast might even speak and cause as many as do not worship the image of
the beast to be killed. And he causes all, the small and the great, and the rich and the poor,
and the free man and the slaves, to be given a mark on their right hand, or on their forehead,
and he provides that no one should be able to buy or sell, except the one who has the mark,
either the name of the beast of the number of his name. Here is wisdom. Let him who has
understanding calculate the number of the beast for the number is that of man; and his
number is six hundred sixty six. Some of the verses in the book of Revelation can be hard to
decipher because John uses a lot of symbolism, so let’s take the time to define these words the
way he intended them to be heard: Additionally I perceived with my eyes and in my mind a
second representative of hell that had an evil agenda emerging from human birth and speaking
of worldly things; he also possessed double the normal strength and power in his charisma, in
general he has the appearance of a meek lamb, but he speaks lies in his preaching as does the
serpent Satan. He additionally continues in everything that he does as having the power,
abilities, and faculties of the first beast who gets his authority from hell. He also has the ability
to cause the whole inhabited earth and those who inhabit it to continually pay homage and
reverence to the first of the representatives of hell, whose deadly wound that causes death was
miraculously healed. He also continues to effectively cause great signs to be done as wrought by
false prophets, so that he causes fire to come down from out of the sky to the inhabited earth in
the presence of men. And he also causes those who live on the inhabited earth to make wrong
judgments by means of the signs which were performed by him by the authority of the person
that represents hell; he speaks with authority to direct those who dwell on the inhabited earth
to cause them to create a prototype drawn from the person who represents hell who is also the
one that had the wound that causes death from a knife and has come to life. In addition there
was given to him the power to give this prototype of the representative from hell the spirit of
life, so that the prototype of the representative from hell has a voice used to speak blasphemies
of God and he will cause the same number as the persons who do not give homage and worship
to the prototype of the representative from hell to be killed. And so he has the power over all,
the young and the full grown, the prosperous and the poor and helpless, the freeborn and the
one bound to serve, to cause them to be given a mark to be cut in on their right hand or on their
foreheads as a sign of an agreement and fellowship in confirmation of a promise. And he
provides regulations that not one person will be able, by provision of law, to trade, barter, or
sell merchandise unless he bears the cut of the sign resembling the prototype, either the name
or the number of the his title. In these words is knowledge of symbolic things. Let him who
continually has an intellect figure out the number of the representative from hell, because the
number is that of a human and his number is six hundred sixty six.

The final verses or paragraph of chapter 13, of the Book of Revelation, encourages us to
use our intellect while reading about the symbolism of whom or what John is describing. So in
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verse 11 we can deduce that this person that is referred to as the “second beast” is not a spirit.
He comes up out of the earth just as Adam did when God created him, so it is of human origin
and not a spirit or a demon. If we perceive this second beast to be a “movement,” rather than a
single person, we could say that it is of demonic origin embraced and promoted by humans.
This beast has the appearance of being harmless and innocent, much like you would envision a
gentle preacher or pastor that you might become emotionally attached to and mistake this
identity as being attached to a person who has your best interest in mind. But, in our intellect,
we know and understand that his speech is filled with deception and lies especially about Jesus
Christ, the True Lamb of God and he is only saying things that are like a salve meant to soothe
our conscience.

He has the personality of a lamb, but speaks as a dragon. His conduct and speech
resembles more of a person that gets his authority from hell rather than from Jesus Christ. The
powers and strength of his charisma causes a lot of people to follow him and they begin to
worship the first beast whose teachings represent a doctrine from hell because they realize
that he is a product of a miracle; having had a fatal wound, a wound that would be sure to kill
any human, and he is seemingly miraculously healed. This healing can cause some to believe
that he has been sent from heaven and could even be the Messiah in His Second Coming. To
more entrench persons to follow him he performs miracles and illusions, especially being able
to call down fire from heaven in their presence, but it is all an illusion that imitates miracles.
But, just as some of us stand in awe of the tricks that present day illusionists perform; he will
convince even some who claim to be Christian that he is indeed sent from heaven and these
are true miracles. But, looking at the context of these verses | don’t see where they do anybody
any true good; they seem to be more along the line of being for entertainment and making
impressions. This will happen especially, it seems, after he has given his followers an image of
the first representative of hell that he seems to make to come to life and to speak.

We already have technical devices that seem to have a life of their own that can speak
commands as well as follow commands. But the end of verse 15 teaches us that not all of us
will fall for his tricks, because it says that as many as do fall for his tricks an equal number are
killed because they recognize, recall, and trust in these verses and they are not fooled by his
chicanery. However, everyone in every aspect of society it seems will be given a choice, take
the mark or suffer and die. It seems that in order to survive this craziness a whole new Christian
society will have to be created, since you will only be able to make transactions, of any sort,
with the mark of the beast. So a mark-less society will have to be started, which really shouldn’t
be too hard since we are told to separate ourselves from the worldly values and attitudes that
the non-believers thrive on.
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We are warned in the final verse of chapter 13 to educate ourselves especially on the
symbolism that is used to prepare us for these days. This marking is the devil’s counterpart and
counterfeiting of the “sealing of the slaves of God,” with a difference being that the slaves are
sealed, where corruption cannot enter in, but the beast is identified only as a mark which is
easily corrupted. Symbolically the hands are the works that you do and the forehead is
symbolic of your mind, your way of thinking that also determines who and what you are. The
first “beast” can be also a movement rather than a person, the whole antichristian power in the
whole world. We should not be naive enough as to not recognize that this is currently going on
even in churches today that call themselves “Christian.” The churches are allowing themselves
to be more and more influenced by worldly values every day and less by the Word of God. The
second beast could very well be the “pastors” or leadership of these churches. WE NEED TO
HOLD OUR LEADERSHIP ACCOUNTABLE TO STICK TO GOD’S WORD IN THEIR PREACHING! And
not follow them blindly to the abyss.

The second beast causes all to worship the first beast and to receive the mark on their
right hand or on their forehead. All who receive this mark of the beast will be cast into hell to
burn forever and ever according to Rev. 14:9-11; And another angel, a third one, followed
them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives the
mark on his forehead or upon his hand, he will also drink of the wine of the wrath of God,
which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke
of their torment goes up forever and ever; and they have no rest day and night, those who
worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.” These verses
warn us of the consequences of choosing to live out our life with the mark that we are warned
of to not participate. So it seems that we should understand what this warning tells us: And,
also, another messenger from God, a third one, followed in succession, declaring with a loud
voice, if any man is in the spiritual condition to desire to give homage and reverence to the
prototype of the representative from hell, and receives his mark cut into his forehead or upon
his right hand, that person will also be a part of the dreadful judgment of God unto sinners to
the fullest extent that causes them to be reeling and staggering to destruction as they get drunk
from the cup of God expressing His wrath; and they will be continuously afflicted with the pain
from eternal punishment and abode of demons and the souls of the wicked and other
unpleasantries and frustrations in the presence of the holy messengers of God and in the
presence of the exalted Jesus Christ. And so the essence and evidence of their torment ascends
unto the ages of ages; additionally they will continuously be without inward tranquility day and
night; these are the persons who give reverence and homage to the representative from hell
and his prototype, and whoever takes for himself the cutting in of the mark of the beasts
identity. This exposition in chapter 14 is worded to match chapter 13 and is made a separate
proclamation in order to bring out most plainly the truth that all who bow before the
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antichristian power do so, and can do so, only after having been fully and completely warned
regarding the consequences of their thoughts and actions. The warning is given in the third
person singular, “if anyone worships,” etc. It is objective, individual, intended for any one and
every one, whoever he may be. To worship the beast and his image is directly opposite of
worshipping the Creator.

Anyone who worships the beast and receives his mark, also thereby accepts the
consequences. Choose the beast, the antichristian power, and reject God and the Lamb. By
rejecting the Lamb and the One whom the Lamb represents, that is, the efficacious sacrifice
that enabled forgiveness of our sin; it should be obvious that rejection of our forgiveness would
result in our retaining our sin and thus not justified to be in His Kingdom. If you choose the
beast you choose what the beast brings with him, the cup of God’s wrath, the torment of fire
and brimstone. These two words are symbolic of God’s unmitigated anger and wrath without
one drop of water to dilute. First the wrath of God; next hell, to suffer the unmixed wrath is to
be cast into hell. The water (which is what was usually used to dilute wine), here representing
God’s grace; you will receive his full measure of wrath without any of His grace. The addition of
brimstone, burning sulphur brings out more vividly the torments of hell. We get a glimpse of
this torment when we visit places that sulphur has reached the top of the earth. However,
human expressions are used to represent what is really beyond our present powers of
conception. This is also true of heaven however.

Human language is compelled to use terms of time in an effort to present the
timelessness of the other world where there is neither day nor night. Scripture condescends to
our finite limitations of our mind, for if the language of infinity were used, no human mind
would understand.

This beast is also referred to as the “man of lawlessness” by Paul in his writing to the
Thessalonians and is the same thing that is referred to as the antichrist in other Scriptures. The
preposition “anti” indicates opposition and not in place of Christ. This person will be one who is
opposed to Christ and not one who tries to take the place of Christ. The characteristic of this
individual is that he opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship.
He claims to be God. He is not Satan, but his coming “is in accord with the activity of Satan.” He
will seem to be a miracle worker, but we must keep in mind that Satan is the greatest among all
deceivers. It is clear that Paul thinks of the supreme effort of Satan as not in the past, but in the
future. He does not think of the world gradually evolving into a perfect state, but of evil
continuing right up to the end. At that time, evil will make it greatest challenge to good, and
this challenge will be led by the mysterious figure who owes his power to Satan and who is the
instrument of Satan’s culminating challenge to the things of God. Paul predicts the outcome of
Christ consuming the man of sin with “the breath of his mouth.” Christ only needs to use a
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single word to both create and to destroy. In the end the last supreme challenge of Satan will
be defeated.

In these verses, back to Matthew, Jesus is letting His disciples know that what He is
telling them is not something new, that they have not heard before, because this is what Daniel
was prophesying and for the present disciples we see it repeated again in the Book of
Revelation; Daniel 9:27; And he will make a firm covenant with the many for 1 week, but in
the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of
abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that
is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate. Dan. 11:31; And forces from him
will arise, desecrate the sanctuary fortress, and do away with the regular sacrifice, and they
will set up the abomination of desolation. Dan. 12:11; And from the time that the regular
sacrifice is abolished, and the abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1290 days.

When we get to Matt. 24:15, we are at the point of the middle of the Tribulation period.
We know this by comparing verse 15 with Daniel 9:27. Daniel predicted that in the middle of
the seventieth week, that is, at the end of three and one half years, an idolatrous image would
be set up in the holy place, i.e., the temple in Jerusalem. All men would be ordered to worship
this abominable idol. Failure to comply will be punishable by death. The erection of the idol will
be the signal to those who know the word of God that the Great Tribulation has begun and we
note that at the end of verse 15 the Lord wants the one who reads the prophecy “to
understand.”

From the events that constitute the signs of the end of the world Jesus turns to
directions and warnings that pertain to the destruction of Jerusalem; we are to use this
comparison that Jesus makes for the end of the world which will mimic some of the historical
events of Jerusalem and will require metaphorically the same preparation. The change in
subject is very obvious. As far as treating both with clear distinction in the same discourse is
concerned, who can object when the destruction of Jerusalem, like the Flood and like the
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, is made a type of the end of the world?

First of all, Jesus tells them when to flee out of the country, namely when they see the
abomination of desolation standing in the holy place, the Temple itself. “Abomination” is the
main term, something that is utterly abominable in God'’s sight, and this will occur right in the
Temple that is consecrated to God. “Of desolation” characterizes the abomination according to
the effect it must produce, namely, desolate the desecrated Temple; leave it empty of
worshippers. The moment the believers see this (and it is something that will be unmistakable
and easy to see) they are to flee the country posthaste. This is the same abomination that was
spoken of by God through Daniel in verses 11:31, 12:31, and a little bit in 9:27. Jesus does not
say that Daniel prophesied the event that would usher in the destruction of Jerusalem. He says
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only that the same kind of abomination with the same kind of an effect would appear in the
Temple.

The application of Daniel’s prophecy calls for special insight, and thus Jesus adds
parenthetically, “He that reads let him understand,” namely the words of Daniel.

The abominable thing, which threatened and brought desolation upon the city, temple,
and nation; by which is meant the Roman army as is mentioned in Luke 21:12-20; But before all
of these things, they will lay their hands on you and will persecute you, delivering you to the
synagogues and prisons, bringing you before kings and governors for My name’s sake. It will
lead to an opportunity for your testimony. So make up your minds not to prepare beforehand
to defend yourselves; for | will give you utterance and wisdom which none of your opponents
will be able to resist or refute. But you will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and
relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death, and you will be hated by all on
account of My name. Yet not a hair on your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain
your lives, (or, souls). But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that
her desolation is at hand. This is the wing that is mentioned, in those days armies were called
“wings;” as in Isaiah 8:8; Then it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass through, it
will reach even to the neck; and the spread of its wings will fill the breadth of your land, O
Immanuel. The Roman armies were the desolating ones to the Jews, they had no regard for
other’s religion, and to whom they were an abomination; not only because they consisted of
heathen men, and un-circumcised persons, but because they were chiefly worshipping images
of their gods, which were on their ensigns. Their images and idols were always an abomination
to the Jews.

So the abomination that Jesus refers to were the ones written about by the Talmud
writers (those who wrote Jewish civil and religious law), and it was this abomination that made
desolate. It left the Temple empty of worshippers. Now, our Lord observes that when they
should see the Roman armies encompassing Jerusalem, with their ensigns flying, with these
abominations on them, they can conclude that their desolation is near. But, He doesn’t
necessarily speak to the Apostles, because most of them will be dead by then or in other
countries. But He mentions this to His disciples or followers or any person wherever that should
see and recognize this abomination of desolation. Interestingly in the Gospel of Mark
“abomination of desolation” translates from the Greek as; the desolating sacrilege set up where
he should not be.

When, therefore, this that Daniel, under a spirit of prophecy, spoke of should be seen,
“standing in the holy place”, near the walls and around about the whole holy city of Jerusalem,
which was so called because of the sanctuary and worship of God in it; and which in the process
of time, stood in the midst of it, the abomination destroyed both. So then the warning at the
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end of the verse, “let him understand,” that is, whoever reads the prophecy of Daniel, will
easily understand the meaning of it, and will see and know for certain, that now it has been
accomplished; that they will now know how to escape the desolating judgment, unless they are
given up to a judicial blindness and hardness of heart; which was the case of the greater part of
the nation.

The majority of the persons who occupied Judea were Christian, which includes
Jerusalem, so, for their own safety they should flee to the mountains outside of Judea, because
before too long their refusal to bow to the image would soon be detected. They would never
be safe in Judea during a time of war; the mountains that would keep them safe are beyond the
Jordan in Pella. And the Christians did as Jesus admonished them to do, and as far as historians
can tell this evacuation was done during fighting among bloody factions in the city that were
making an abomination of the Temple, Luke 21:21; Then let those who are in Judea flee to the
mountains, and let those who are in the midst of the city depart, and let not those who are in
the country enter the city.

When the Christians leave Judea the utmost of haste will be necessary. If a man is sitting
on the housetop, he should leave all of his possessions behind. It would be likely that a Jew or a
Christian would be on his roof during this time because they had battlements around them,
which they made use of, both for diversion and for pleasure, for private meditation and prayer,
so it was somewhat of a safe place. The flat roofs made it possible to use this space either for
devotion or for recreation for social conversation and sometimes for preaching, Matt. 10:27;
what I tell you in the darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear whispered in your ear,
proclaim upon the housetops. Acts 10:9; And on the next day, as they were on their way, and
approaching the city, Peter went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. Let him not
come down in the inner way, but by the stairs, or ladder, on the outside of the house, which
was the usual way. They had two ways of going out of their house, the one way they called “the
way of the doors,” the other “the way of the roof.” A ladder was fixed at the entrance of the
door of the upper room, and from this he would go down into the house by way of the ladder
and leave the same way. Mark 2:4; And being unable to get to Him because of the crowd,
they removed the roof above Him; and when they had dug an opening, they let down the
pallet on which the paralytic was lying. Jesus is telling them to leave by way of the ladder and
to not go inside the house. Time spent in gathering belongings might mean the difference
between life and death. Also a man seen with a lot of possessions may be stopped along the
way to be robbed or turned back and fail to escape with his possessions or his life. Is it just me
or does this sound familiar, as compared to what the Israelites encountered as they were
leaving Egypt to escape the Pharaoh?
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The man working in the field should not return for his clothes, wherever he may have
left them. It was usual for the people that work in the fields to strip themselves to their shirts,
and lay their clothes at the corner of the field or at a certain area of the land. We must suppose
that this is the case here for our Lord does not mean that the man working in the field should
not return home and fetch his clothes, which were not left there. They were brought with him
when he went to the field, then taken off and laid aside while he did his work. But as soon as he
had heard the news about the siege of Jerusalem he should immediately make his way to the
mountains. Much like Lot was instructed to do at the burning of Sodom. He was not to return to
where he had laid his clothes, just as Lot was not to look behind, however, if his clothes laid in
the path that he took to escape to the mountains he might grab them as he went by. But he
was not to go back for them because of the swiftness and suddenness of the desolation.
Clothes held much more value during Jesus time on earth than they do today, but it’s not really
about the clothes that is the issue here, he is to not go back and get anything of worldly value,
just as a true believer would not do, he would rely on the Lord for his provision. “Life, true life,
is worth more than many robes.”

In these verses there is undoubtedly a dual reference both to the historical present and
to the future; first, the profaning of the Temple by the Roman armies, then the flight with haste
going to the mountains. All of these depictions are historically accurate but these same
circumstances will revisit the earth at the end of the age.

During this time pregnant and nursing mothers will be at a distinct disadvantage; it will
be hard for them to make a speedy escape. Jesus has compassion with the thought of the
hardships that such persons fleeing from the doomed city and country will bring onto the
pregnant and nursing women. These women, whether they have a baby in the womb or in their
arms, will have an extra burden and will be slowed by their condition and thus easy prey for the
Roman soldiers or those waiting on the roads to rob them of their goods.

Some may think that because this verse starts out with a “Woe!” that it should be
viewed as criminal for them to be with child, or they are about to have a judgment pronounced
on them. But, such is not the case here, for it has always been esteemed a blessing to be fruitful
and bear children. But what this “woe” does is express the miserable circumstances these
women would be experiencing. Who, because of their heavy burdens, would not be able to
make speedy flight to the hills or the mountains as would be required of them in order for them
to escape. (Those who have children are not told to leave them behind). Or they would be
obliged to stay at home and endure all of the issues that would come with the siege. So this
word of “woe” is not expressive of sin or punishment, but of pity and concern for their misery
and distress. Their case is much worse than those of the men on the housetops, or in the fields,
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who could much more manage their escape. So the focus here, as in all of the discourse, is “to
be prepared,” however you are able.

To everyone Jesus preached that they should pray that this siege would not happen in
the winter or on a Sabbath. It is more obvious for us today to see why He would want this for
His disciples concerning the winter, because the winter months would make it more difficult to
get away, but why not on the Sabbath? It could possibly be that The Sabbath law stated that a
person could not go more than 1050 yards away from his house, so a Sabbath’s day journey
would not get them very far to escape the siege.

The word “Sabbath” first occurs in Ex. 16:23, but the institution of the day of rest is
much older and is founded in nature and, like marriage, was instituted in Paradise; Gen. 2:2, 3;
And by the seventh day God completed His work which He had done; and He rested on the
seventh day from all of His work which He had done. Then God blessed the seventh day and
sanctified it, because in it He rested from all of His work which God had created and made.
The word usually indicates the seventh day of the week which by God’s appointment was set
apart for His service, but it is used also for other days of times separated and sanctified in a
similar way.

Originally the Sabbath was devoted to simple rest from worldly toil. The fourth
commandment does not concern itself with any specific religious service, except to generally
keep it holy. Subsequent legislation by the legalistic minds of the day made it a holy
convocation, or gathering. The sacrifices of the Temple were doubled; the showbread was
changed; the inner court of the temple was opened for solemn services; the prophets and the
Levites took the occasion for imparting religious instruction to the people. It was a day of holy
joy. There was freedom for social enjoyment. Indeed the fear was that the day would be men
would lose sight of the meaning and waste it by idleness and degrade it by sensuality and
drunkenness because it was so joyous.

But after their captivity there arose the school of the Pharisees, and by them the
attractive character of the Sabbatical observances was destroyed. In place of the joy, they
imposed upon the people the yoke of a scrupulous, slavish, sabbatarianism or rigid adherence
to the Sabbath rules which